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imi-Hi from Belknap! As
winter settles in and our sacred
grounds begin their well-earned
rest, we take pause to celebrate the
significance of the Belknap experience. Belknap has never been more
relevant in the world at large. There
are very few values-based communities left on this earth that celebrate
individuality and provide a safe
place for boys to be themselves, to
feel empowered and to simply grow
through joyful interactions. Here at Belknap, we are fortunate to steward the place that sets
the stage for boys to be encouraged everyday by amazing role models in the woods and on
the lake.
This edition of the Firelighter further emphasizes the incredible experience of Belknap.
As you turn the pages, you will feel Belknap’s back to basics focus on people, place and
tradition. We provide you a glimpse into camp today with stories from camp’s daily
newspaper (The Daily Bugler) and Brian Reaney’s 2017 Vespers. Jake Elwell’s article
reminds us about our historical roots of Belknap and the camping movement as a whole.
We highlight the tradition of music at Belknap and artwork inspired by Belknap.
But most importantly, we have the opportunity to highlight the impact of Chris
THE SMILE
“Thurbs” Thurber at Camp Belknap. I (Seth) vividly remember the first time I met
OF THE GREAT
Thurbs as the Middler Division Head in 1992. Thurb’s booming voice, high energy
SPIRIT
and positive attitude poured over Messer field and
onto the waterfront. With sunscreen
on his nose and his beaming smile, the Belknap community has watched Thurbs take
on each project at camp with enthusiasm and professionalism. Thurbs’ leadership by
example brought camper safety and systems-based programming to a new level at
Belknap. But what may not be known to all is the magnitude to which Thurbs took
his passion and love for Belknap and spread it to the world. He has provided professional knowledge by sharing and developing training tools and workshops across the
world for camps and other youth development organizations. Belknap, our leadership, and the camping world would not be what it is today without the dedication of
Thurbs for the last 36 years.
Therefore, we are delighted to announce the creation of the Chris Thurber Award.
As mentioned in the ceremony for Thurbs this summer, it is only every couple decades
that an award of this impact is put in place. On the wall in Conlon Lodge among
the awards honoring Horace Blood, Tom Giggi, Colin Brown and the Conlons now
sits the Chris Thurber Award. In his honor, the future recipients of this award will be
selected from our community to recognize their ability to bring a bit of Belknap beyond
its borders.
In closing, we thank the entire Belknap community for your commitment to our
mission. As we close the year on our Timi-Hi-5 year of Directorship, we are most
grateful for the community’s support. Belknap would not be what it is today without
everyone’s belief in – and desire to spread – the Belknap Spirit.
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Museum-Quality
Summer Camp
Memories

weeks in the wild, immersed
in nature and in the charge
of wholesome, slightly-older
peers was a means of saving
kids from the ravages and
trappings of life in the city
by Jake Elwell
or its suburbs. Living with
veryone in the Camp family has just bare essentials, campers’
minds and bodies would be
their “own Belknap” – a comfree to embrace nature, physical
bination of friendships, images and
activity and higher moral ideals, unmemories all their own – it’s why
we return year after year as campers, complicated by possessions, status,
leaders, alumni, parents and friends. and other distractions of modern
life.
Part of the attraction too is the
Around the same time, the rise of
sense of one’s Belknap experience
railroads (and automobiles later) had
belonging to the greater, collective
encouraged a nationwide passion for
Belknap experience dating back
tourism to locales once too remote
to 1903. The bronze tablets of the
for exploration. Suddenly National
chapel and the sepia photographs
Parks became a go-to destination,
and Timi-Hi name tabs in Conlon
including the White Mountain
Lodge remind us that our Belknap
summers are but chapters of a much National Forest founded in 1918,
larger story comprising thousands of just a few years after Camp Belknap
relocated to its permanent home in
characters and infinite interactions
Tuftonboro.
and memories.
Hence the White Mountains and
An exhibition this summer at the
Winnipesaukee
area provided the
Museum of the White Mountains at
perfect setting for many dozens of
Plymouth State College, “Summer
Camps: The White Mountain Roots summer camps to spring up, almost
at once. Some lasted only a summer
of an Iconic American Experience,”
or two, some lingered until war, Deco-curated by Paul Hutchinson,
pression or circumstances shut their
Marcia Blaine, and Cynthia Robdoors. A select few, including Camp
inson, demonstrated how Belknap’s
Belknap, stand today as reminders of
114-year story fits within an even
a fascinating turn in America’s social
larger narrative.
history.
Debuting at Camp Chocorua on
The Museum exhibition provided
Squam Lake in 1880, the notion of
an excellent overview of the New
summer camp developed from an
Hampshire summer camp story
ideal of sparing young people from
using texts from early camp propothe perceived negative influences of
modern life. The Industrial Revolu- nents (most of whom were profestion was in full swing at the time and sional educators) and artifacts familiar to anyone who’s been exposed to
parents and educators were worried.
Their concern crossed socioeconomic Camp. Belknappers would recognize
Camp uniforms and clothing, the
lines: privileged children would be
campfire (a model of which formed
spoiled by a summer of indulgence
the centerpiece of the exhibition),
and pampering; working and lower
the song books and yearbooks, the
class kids would fall into idleness,
primitive housing and the use of
temptation, mischief or worse. To
send them off to the woods for several Native American traditions and

E

2 Camp Belknap

T

D
imagery. A section of the show even
focused on the influence of Ernest
Thompson Seton and a signed copy
of his BOOK OF WOODCRAFT
lent by the Belknap Archives centered the display.
For an interactive twist, the show
featured a mock-up of a cabin wall
which visitors were encouraged to
sign (Sharpie pens included). The
caption/instruction was obvious to
anyone who’s stepped into a Belknap
cabin: “When camp was over, kids
would carve their names into their
bunk beds. We invite you to carve
your name and date onto our wall
with the tools below.” Indeed.
The Museum of the White
Mountains is to be applauded for
telling the overlooked but important
story of summer camp as a national
and New Hampshire institution.
The exhibition closed on September 13 but the catalog from the
show is available. With dozens of
color photographs and an excellent
text written by Co-Curator Hutch
Hutchinson of Boston University it
is a bargain at $15.
The Museum of the White
Mountains is just up the road from
Belknap and well worth a drive.
Museum of the White Mountains
34 Highland Street
Plymouth, NH 03264
(603) 535-3210
https://www.plymouth.edu/
museum-of-the-white-mountains/
Jake Elwell was a camper and leader
from 1977-83, and currently sits on
Belknap’s Board of Trustees.
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Take Me Home:
Music that
Defines an Era

the shoulders of
their brothers,
swaying to the
beat.
Not only do
by Tom Wraight
these songs tie
very so often, a song reverberates an individual
from around a campfire, through back to simpler
the Grove and across the water, and
days, they also
its echo lingers. It is sung at Woodcraft, serve as a tesin the car on a Leader’s Day Off, at
tament to the
Chapel by the Leader’s Choir, and
Belknap culture
on a Middler cabin’s speakers during that, as it evolves,
Monday morning softball. But long
remains rooted
before Belknap cabins were wired
in tradition.
with electricity – before there were
“The Beauties
Campers playing together during a Music and Arts period this past summer
even cabins, in fact – music estabof Camp Duties,”
lished itself as an important element originally from the musical Freddie,
by their leaders and fellow campers,
of camp culture.
was written by leaders Housty Clark whether around a fire or through
Though it may be impossible
turntables, CDs, or iPods. Even if
and Gary Iseminger.
to pinpoint exactly what it is that
it cannot be fully traced, a song’s
Musicals and plays like Freddie
elevates a song to become a “camp
lineage is a window into the culture
were once common entertainment
classic,” there is no doubt that some
of Belknap as a whole. “Country
on the stage of Conlon Lodge;
music comes to define an era for
Roads” by John Denver is the unthese evenings have since merged
many Belknappers. Years after their
equivocal stalwart of definitive camp
the Woodcraft ceremony as a part
last summer under the pines, the
songs in the past 25 years, and while
of Band Reports and songs, games
right song playing on the radio while and story. The tune is still heard on
nobody can remember who first
driving down the highway can trans- Sunday nights during songs, thanks
popularized it, most Belknappers
port a Belknapper back to their days in no small part to the efforts of Bob can belt out every line, sending the
as a boy, singing loudly, proudly and and Kay Easton, who have visited
words up and over the pines from
a little off-key after the Magic Circle Belknap several times in recent years around the Woodcraft Circle.
has been broken, arms draped over
Belknap strives to be a modest
to teach it to leaders and campers,
retreat and embrace a “back to basics”
ensuring the catchy
approach to the summer experience
melody and tongue-infor campers and leaders. In that
cheek lyrics will not be
vein, music within cabins is played
forgotten.
The variety of popular through instruments or speakers,
not headphones, and technology is
music that has become
limited to record players, CDs, and
engrained in camp
non-touchscreen devices. Beyond
culture throughout the
the summer, we are seeking to utilize
years reflects both the
modern technology a bit more to
tastes of the particular
provide a means for Belknappers to
times and the diverse
share the songs that define their days
interests of the leadership. Many Belknappers at camp.
Stemming from a conversation with
of recent years still save
Music has been a key aspect of many a Belknap summer; in early days, campers
former Senior Leader Jeff MacLellan
playlists of music they
and leaders gathered around the piano in the Junior Lodge
at the 2016 Leader’s Work Weekend,
were first exposed to
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an idea was born to create collaborative playlists on Spotify for Belknappers to compile the songs that bring
them back to their time spent under
the pines. The result has been powerful, providing a great insight into
the soundtrack of different musical
eras at camp. We invite all members
of our community to take a listen to
the different playlists, and share their
own defining songs.
Playlists for specific decades can
be found by searching for “Camp
Belknap” on Spotify, or by visiting
our Facebook page and following
links from the pinned post. Follow
the playlist, and feel free to add your
own songs. For those in our community who do not use Spotify, email
alumni@campbelknap.org to share
your favorite tunes that bring you
back to camp, or to receive a copy of
the full playlist.
Tom Wraight is the Belknap Communications and Waterfront Director. He
can often be found strumming a banjo
or guitar while strolling through the
Grove.

A hand-made playbill from the 1950 Ye Olde Belknape [sic] Thespians
production of Gilbert & Sullivan’s “The Pirate King.”

Though their fashion sense was questionable, the 2009 lineup of Bobby Belknap and Loons perform
during one of several All Camp Activity concerts, dubbed “Messerstockapaloozathonfest,”
playing many classic Belknap songs.

Top Songs from the Belknap Decade Playlists
1970s
1990s
2000s
2010s
Friends
Elton John

Closer to Fine
Indigo Girls

Fire and Rain
James Taylor

Bouncing Around the
Room
Phish

Still the One
Orleans
Old Days
Chicago
House at Pooh Corner
Loggins & Messina
Father and Son
Cat Stevens
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Take Me Home,
Country Roads
John Denver
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The Weight
the Band

The General
Dispatch

Rivers and Roads
The Head and the
Heart

One Tin Soldier
The Sugar Chasers

Wagon Wheel
Old Crow Medicine
Show

Yer So Bad
Tom Petty

I’m Gonna Be (500
Miles)
The Proclaimers

Ooh La La
Faces

Kids
MGMT

Send Me On My Way
Rusted Root

Southern Cross
Crosby, Stills & Nash

These Are Days
10,000 Maniacs

I Got a Name
Jim Croce

Upon This Tidal Wave
of Young Blood
Clap Your Hands Say
Yeah
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Announcing and
Celebrating the
Chris Thurber Award

“Thurbs
never escaped
my goofing on
him and his
black sharpie
marking everyby Tom Wintner & Tom Wraight
thing in camp,
select few people have spent more time at – or
from docks and
given more to – Camp Belknap than Chris
socks to boats
Thurber. In his 36 years at Belknap, he has been a
and floats to
The Thurber Family:
camper, leader, Middler Division Head, Waterfront you name it,”
Chris, Simo, Gordana (“Baba”), Dacha, and Sava.
Director, Woodcraft Chief, Director of Strategy,
says Gene Clark III, laughing. “But he was such a
founder of the Leaders’ Scholarship Program, and
good guy through all my joking, and he well knows
mentor to countless young men. His presence has
I love him, and it is not like I am free of the goofing
been felt at Belknap through kindness, intelligence, on me with all my insane traits when I was Director.
a strong voice, a beaming smile, infectious enthuI kidded him to death, but there is a direct correlasiasm, and indefatigable energy. In the spirit of the
tion between those I kid the most and those I think
leadership by example that our beloved “Thurbs”
the highest of.”
has shown over the past three-plus decades, we are
Thurber quickly became an asset during the trandelighted to announce the establishsition from the directorship of Gene
ment of the Chris Thurber Award in
Chris Thurber
and Peg to that of Gene and Caryn.
his honor.
Award Language:
His eye for the smallest details around
In 1980, Chris and his brother
Given to a member of the
camp, whether physical, procedural,
Byron first arrived at Belknap, making
Belknap community who has or interpersonal, combined with
the short drive from their home in
incorporated the teachings,
his kindness to prove his presence
South Portland, Maine. Thurbs’
tenets, or spirit of Belknap
invaluable.
leadership potential was soon recog- into professional or community
“I really mean it when I say he
pursuits beyond Belknap.
nized, and in 1983 he was a member
may be the single most kind man I
of the second month Leader Corps
know,” conunder the leadership of LC Director Tom Giggi. After tinues Gene. “And that is
two years as a Middler Leader, and a year off in
saying a lot, as Belknap is
1987 due to school ob- full of them, people who
ligations, Thurbs served have kindness and empathy
as Besserer Assistant
oozing from their bodies.
Division Head in 1988. Belknap is full of kind
In 1989, he returned to folks, and to me, Thurbs is
Messer Field to begin
the King of Kindness. He
a four-year stint as the
always finds something good
Waterfront Director
to say about everybody or
and Middler Division
everything and has no judgHead.
mental bone in his body.”
A young Thurbs hams it up with fellow leaders
Thurbs in 1988, his Besserer ADH year
It was in 1989 that he
began to overhaul many safety and operational proceue to requirements for his doctoral dissertation
dures around Belknap, creating standards and systems
in clinical psychology, Thurbs initially doubted
on the waterfront and beyond. His meticulous nature that a return to Belknap would be possible in 1993.
did not come without some lighthearted razzing from Fueled by his characteristic determination, he suchis fellow Belknappers, including the new director.
cessfully lobbied his advisors to collect data on
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staff trainings throughout the summer.
When considered alongside Gene’s compassion,
Tom’s leadership acumen, and the dedication of
leaders and staff over the years, it is no wonder that
Chris Thurber’s research and the knowledge gleaned
from it was integral in Belknap’s continued growth
and success. As Belknap approached its Centennial
Celebration, its constant desire to improve stood out
in an industry that saw many camps shuttering their
doors. In the true spirit of Belknap, and as encouraged by leaders in countless Vespers and fireside cabin
talks, Thurbs then set his sights on how he could
Thurbs and Mal relax on a bench with some campers
spread his Belknap knowledge to the world beyond
homesickness, a topic for which there existed precious the pines.
little research. He returned to camp in 1993 as the
Waterfront Director.
part from his longevity at Belknap, Chris
With the help of Program Director Jon Malinowski,
Thurber stands as an example in our community
the two future PhDs conducted research at Belknap because of how he
and Camp Huckins until 1995. The fruits of their
has incorporated
labors yielded data that has since been featured in
the teachings and
numerous academic journals. The two also co-authored spirit of Belknap
a book aimed at parents and camp-aged children:
into his life beyond
The Summer Camp Handbook: Everything You Need
the pines academito Find, Choose, and Get Ready for Overnight Camp – cally, professionally,
and Skip the Homesickness.
and personally. As
While Thurbs and Mal began to share their findings
a practicing and
Thurbs and LC Director John Delong
to the world beyond the pines through articles,
teaching psycholinterviews, talks and trainings, they also utilized it
ogist for almost 20 years in the Counseling and
to help the Belknap Lead- Psychological Services at Phillips Exeter Academy,
ership grow even stronger. Chris has brought to the broader world his insights
Alongside Leadership Diinto leadership, youth development, and homesickrector Tom Giggi, Thurbs
ness first learned and then tested each summer at
began incorporating the
Belknap.
information gleaned from
In addition to contributing significantly to the
the collected data into the academic literature on these topics, Thurbs founded
Leaders Manual.
CampSpirit, LLC, a platform through which he
The duo strengthened
has brought many of the key tenets of Belknap to
the content, using their
collective knowledge to
Thurbs is the longest-serving Waterfront annually update not only
Director in Belknap’s 114-year history.
sections on homesickness,
but also on topics including leadership development, safety procedures and protocols, and working
with difficult campers. This formal collection of
years of Belknap knowledge is integral to providing
the Leadership the necessary tools to realize its full
1988 Besserer Leadership (L-R) Steve Kane, Rob Moskowitz, Troy Boughan, Steve
collective potential, and still serves as the basis for
Bridgeman, Chris Thurber, and Tom Wintner.
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Tom “

Examples of awardees might be: a current or
former camper or leader who pursues an academic
research project on some aspect of camping or leadership; a member of the Belknap community who
starts a new camp or camp-like enterprise; a teacher
who incorporates lessons from Belknap into his/her
teaching or research; or a CEO who expressly implements the Woodcraft Lamps into his/her company’s practices. Belknappers go out in the world
and spread the Belknap Spirit in their own way, and
that is a critical component of what makes this place
and our memories of it so magical. In addition to
celebrating Thurbs and all that he has done for our
Leader and Teacher: Thurbs showing a camper how to whittle at a Woodworking
period, which he was integral to establishing as a new program offering
beloved camp, this award will serve to recognize
hundreds of camps, schools, and families in both the other members of our community whose leadership
U.S. and abroad via workshops, trainings, and other by example will benefit us all.
We are excited at the creation of this award, and
leadership-based exercises.
to Thurbs, we wish to express our deepest gratitude
Just as he utilized his research to strengthen the
Belknap leadership, Thurbs’ training work has enriched and a resounding “Boomalacka!”
the staffs of other camps and instituions around
the world. He has shared his opinions and expertise John Grossmann’s Belknap History “Celebrating 100 Years:
1903-2003” was once again a wealth of information for
on The Today Show, Martha Stewart, CBS Morning
News, NPR, Fox and PBS, and his research has been this article.
featured in Time, Newsweek, The New York Times,
The Times of London, The Wall Street Journal, The
Boston Globe, The Washington Post, and many other
local and national publications.
The Chris Thurber Award
The Chris Thurber Award will recognize past or
Selection Process and Criteria
present Belknappers who, like Thurbs, have incorThis award will be given annually
porated the teachings and learnings of Belknap into
or at the indentification of a deserving
a professional or community setting beyond camp
candidate(s).
Recognition will occur at one
in an exemplary manner that serves to enrich and
of the Candlelight ceremonies during the
improve the lives of others.

summer, or at another appropriate time.
The awardee(s) will be recognized in
the ensuing edition of Firelighter
and/or Masqua.

Selection of the award will be overseen by
the Community & Inclusion Committee
of the Belknap Board of Trustees.

Tom “Rat Dog” Wraight with his friend, mentor, and the subject of one of his favorite T-Shirts
The Firelighter 7

A New Era for the Camp Newspaper
This past summer brought the evolution of the camp newspaper. Formerly known as The Band Report, and rooted in the
tradition of the old Masquas, the publication took on a new identity as The Daily Bugler. Though not a true daily publication, campers worked diligently to write stories and conduct interviews that reported on what they felt were the most
important events of their session. We’ve included the front page of each edition of 2017, visit campbelknap.smugmug.com
to see the full versions and other photos from the summer!
Rarely on time, and always accurate,
if it ain’t in the papes, it ain’t news.

Volume 8

e Daily Bugler
Camp Belknap 2017

Today’s Weather: Partly cloudy, low of
60°, high of 80°. Water temperature: 78°
(still too cold for Irwin).
Sunrise: 5:10am Sunset: 8:28pm

Session One

Free

CHICKENS INVADE JUNIOR DIVISION
D.H. Bensen Insists Camp May Rest
Easy, Status of Junior Gatekeeper
Division Remains Strong
by Coop Fowler
JUNIOR DIVISION Camp Belknap was
rocked during first session
when a radio call went
out over the airwaves.
News spread like wildfire
through the pines that
there were several intruders
in the Junior Division.
Rumors abound, there
were murmurs among the
campers that this infiltration meant the end of
the Junior Division’s long
reign as the gatekeepers of
Belknap. Soon though, the
story was straight, and it
became clear that the new
members of the division
were nothing more than a
few chickens.
“You know, at first my
feathers were a little ruffled,” said Division Head
Peter Bensen. “Wanting to
make sure the investigation
was thorough, I dispatched

my best detective to the
job: Austin Coyne.”
Coyne tracked the chickens
through the woods behind
the lodge, following every
lead while dusting for
feathers and beakprints.
Though peckish, he
worked is way through
lunch and well into siesta.
Satisfied with the findings,
he reported the results
back to Bensen.
“What I found made me
rest easy for me and all of
Juniors,” reported Coyne,
wiping sweat from his
brow. “It was clear from
early on that these chickens
were not running afoul of
the law or the Woodcraft
lamps, and a deeper investigation revealed no further
plans to hatch any kind of
elaborate scheme.”
Camp Belknap may rest
easy, thanks to the due

Three chickens, described as similar to the one above, have been reported in the Junior Division

diligence of Bensen and the fine
detective work of his top boy sleuth,
Coyne. The chickens have become
something of a mascot for the
Juniors, though both Bensen and
Coyne are quick to point out that
the negative characteristics associated with chickens have no bearing
on the actions of the division.
“It’s a source of pride, how me
and my team responded,” said
Bensen. “You know, a lot of people’s

children are out there, and it’s our
job to protect them.”
“I think it’s a classic case of not
counting your chickens before they
hatch,” Coyne continued, with a sly
smile. “It’s also a good lesson not
to name your chickens before you
realize that you’ve missed lunch: it’s
a lot easier to eat them if you’re not
too attached.”

Belknap Sailing Trips Thrive
Trips Director Burlingame Takes to the Sea
by Matthew Modeen, Sailing Writer
and Tagg Clark, Editor-in-Chief

Two boys prepare to take a new Laser Pico off onto the
waters of the Winniper

8 Camp Belknap

LAKE WINNIPESAUKEE - With
the addition of the new Laser
Picos and Bahias to Belknap’s
sailing fleet, Trips Director
Brigham “John” Burlingame
has now led two successful trips
across the mighty Winniper.

Flanked by his right-handman, Assistant Sailing Head
Peter “Sweet Pete” Marshall,
Burlingame is elated at the
prospect of seeing the Trips
Program continue to thrive
at Belknap.
“You know, the biggest
goal is to get more guys
out there,” says Burlin-

game. “I’m definitely more
inclined to be a land cat,
and still love to bag a good
peak, but getting more
aquatic trips out there is
great for the boys and great
for camp.”
In an ever-changing
world, it’s important to be
(continued on page A2)
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Rarely on time, and always accurate,
if it ain’t in the papes, it ain’t news.

Volume 9

e Daily Bugler
Camp Belknap 2017

Today’s Weather: Partly cloudy, low of
60°, high of 85°. Water temperature: 84°
(Irwin now approves of the water temp).
Sunrise: 5:21am Sunset: 8:20pm

Session Two

Free

OUR FOUR-LEGGED FRIENDS
Getting to know some of the newest
and cutest members of the
Belknap Family
by Jack Summersby and Ryan Stransky
CAMP BELKNAP - As
one strolls down to Main
Dock of hikes up to
Clark Field, he is likely to
encounter one of Belknap’s
many affectionate dogs.
They are usually seen with
a half dozen people surrounding them and giving
them pats and wide smiles.
Recently we spent some
time with the dogs at Outpost Beach during a period
where they seemed to be
the highlight. Run by resident dog lovers Waffles and
Tony Ruvo, it was a huge
success. Most agreed when
a camper requested it to
be a regular event (please
Seth?). Besserer Matt
Haughey said jokingly,
“Why else would I come to
OPB?”
It is seen that the
presence of the dogs has a
significant impact on the
camp, so we spent some
time with the dogs at the
beach. There were two
male dogs, Tasman and

Harlow, and two female
golden retrievers, Ellie and
Winni.
Adam and Alex Perreault’s dog Tasman seems
to be constantly roaming camp. He has been
described as the “most well
behaved dog ever.” Both
portrayed and featured in
Woodcraft, he is seen as
gentle and quiet.
Recently, he got a haircut.
Senior Jack Baldwin says,
“While it may be fancy or
whatnot, it lacks a certain
gentleness. Taz is a gentleman and should have a cut
that reflects that.”
Rex Elwell, also a Senior,
offered a counterpoint,
saying “I would have to
strongly disagree, as I think
it makes him look like the
most obedient dog.” Tas
has no argument on the
matter.
The other male dog is
Harlow. He is an older
yellow lab and is described
as a “good boy” by Waffles.

Like a boss, Lyle Masland hangs with his main squeeze, Winni

He enjoys fetch and diving headfirst. His favorite tennis ball seems
to be a Penn.
The young pup is Winni. Her
beauty captures the eyes of many.
Waffles describes her as a 13/10.
Ruvo knows that she is “young and
spry” yet she “packs a punch.”
The older golden is Ellie, living
with Dave, Mandy and Willa Irwin
at the Pequod. Ellie is full of happiness. I witness her try to fit two tennis balls in her mouth, and I think
that this shows her personality.
Beyond extreme cuteness, the
dogs play a very important role

in camp. Besserer Gary Winthrop
mentioned that they “make camp
more interesting.” He also added
that the dogs remind him of home
without making him homesick.
The dogs put a smile on those
who walk them, making camp a
more comfortable place. In Woodcraft, the “L.E.A.D.” acronym
mentioned dogs as one of the key
pieces of camp as told by “Chris
Thurber (portayed by Seth Kassels).
I think in a way, one camper may
have captured it the best stating that
the dogs “remind me of home and
fill my heart with joy.”

Left: Taz demonstrates perfect Siesta form.
Right: Brigham and Nick look good, but
Winni truly steals the show.
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Free

THE UNSEEN JOYS OF HIKING
Reflections on the Joys that Belknap’s
Trips Program Has Brought This
Senior Camper
by Max Karpawich
MT. JEFFERSON Ice. Tens of thousands of
frozen droplets pelting our
faces, our backs, the moisture seeping through even
the once-waterproof rain
jackets covering our torsos.
We’ve established a buddy
system for traversing up
the rocky slope, because
the dense mist that we’ve
found ourselves trapped
inside only permits a mere
ten feet of visibility.
Ice weighs down the eyelashes, hairs stand on edge,
and yet the smiles warm all
of our faces. We’ve woken
up at the crack of dawn,
pushed through the mountain’s extreme conditions
with tired muscles and torn
hands, and we’re happy for
it. This is Mt. Jefferson.
On the ride back, we
wake up to Cal laughing
hysterically at our sleeping
faces, dead from the day’s

climb. The boys finish up
the remaining Clif Bars
and blast utterly ELECTRIC music, old and new.
Hiking at Belknap has
always been an experience
that I’ve cherished. It’s no
mistake that I can only
listen to song “Fire Starts
to Burn” on full volume,
given that the first time I
heard it we were rolling
into camp after an all-day
hike, shouting “We won!”
at the top of our lungs
while listening to it on full
blast. It’s no mistake that
when my parents offered to
send me on a school trip,
I chose to go trekking in
Nepal.
In providing all of these
personal anecdotes, I hope
to explain why hiking at
Belknap is an experience
worth trying. Nowhere else
can a person spend hours
upon hours having conver-

A camper enjoys a well-earned PB&J
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The 2016 Besserer Division atop Mt. Chocorua

sations with the boys. My Besserer
years, I witnessed two boys talk
for five hours about their predictions for sports teams. In having
these prolonged conversations,
you get to know all sorts of people
at a personal level that you might
never get to know otherwise.
Hiking can also act as a medium
for resolving issues in your mind.
Your subconscious takes over the
rhythms of moving up the mountain, leaving your conscious mind
to wander, thus enabling
you to tackle complex issues
with the hours of time provided. When I would hike
as a young boy, I would
conjure up entire fantasies
that would help me think
of solutions to problems
I faced in the real world.
While hiking on Jefferson,
I was able to decide my
classes for the following
school year, which was an

issue that I had faced throughout
the whole summer.
Finally, hiking gives a unique
feeling of satisfaction, only found
upon the ascension of a mountain. I’ll argue any day that the
best meal is a PB&J sandwich
eaten at the summit of a difficult
climb, and I have Belknap to
thank for that. Belknap hikes have
helped me seek the joy, and they’ll
certainly do the same for you.

Campers in the 1920s near the summit of a mountain
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MESSERSTOCKAPALOOZATHONFEST!
Keleghan’s Cultural Review
by Aidan Keleghan

MESSER FIELD Though preceding acts
with performers such as
Rat Dog and Damon and
the Dishrags were indeed
excellent, the highlight of
Messerstockapaloozathon
Fest 2017 was, undeniably, Austin and the Loose
Change.
Seeing our leaders and
director dance to Paper
Planes by M.I.A. brought
a smile to everyone’s face,
including mine. Loose
Change member, Sam
Meurer, stated that the
experience was “great
exposure” and that it was
“a pleasure to work with
Austin.”
Director and swim-cap
aficionado, Seth Kassels,
described his time on
the team as “emotionally
fulfilling.” Seth felt it was

“an honor to be invited by
Austin who, in his opinion,
“led with passion.” Equal
praise was directed toward
Mr. Kassels himself, with
senior camper Connor
Whitney saying Seth was
“phenomenal.”
As stated earlier, the
other acts were also well
done. Damon got the
crowd hyped up and Mr.
Wraight’s efforts to stay
topical with his Katy Perry
and Taylor Swift covers
were greatly appreciated.
While Peter Burlingame’s
comedy was well-received
by most, our critic, Aidan
Houllahan, had a different
interpretation (see Houllahan review below). The
games were also fun, and
the characters are a reason
to return for years to come.

Houllahan’s Comedy Corner
by Aidan Houllahan
MESSER FIELD Senior Division Head
Peter Burlingame took
to the stage between the
tragically un-hip Rat
Dog and headliners Damon and the Dishrags
for a much-anticipated
standup comedy set.
Although well-received
by others, I believe that
Peter’s performance was
not as inspiring as his

chapel talk and Band
Reports. I am guessing
that it was due to the
rowdy crowd and the
desire to keep things
appropriate for all audiences.
All in all, I did have a
few good laughs. I think
that Peter is hilarious,
but needs to increase his
repertoire of PG jokes.
For the kids. 3/5 stars.

Damon and the Dishrags Rock Out For the Boys

Left: Bensen and HBombs Enjoy the Tunes. Right: Gould Basks in His Greatness

The Rigged Reid Raffle
by Nathan Whittaker

HOME PLATE - As the
much-anticipated raffle approached, the fair citizens of Belknap wondered in quiet awe about
who might receive a mysterious
and magical prize. The hopes of
many were dashed soon thereafter
upon the announcement of the
winners.
The crowd let out its normal
grumble when the first Reid’s
name was called; many exchanged
questioning glances when the
name Reid was called for a second
time; and when Mr. Germain
called out the name for a third
and final time, the crowd ignited
into an indignant frenzy. Immediately, the raffle was questioned.
Was there some hidden motive
behind Rory’s selection? Are there
some details that we Belknappers
missed that might allude to some
greater power struggle?
One anonymous senior by the
name of Bobby Mosher com-

mented on the troubling situation: “I think the evidence
clearly suggests… some sort of…
ridiculous ordeal.” Though he had
trouble expressing it, Bobby and
likely many other common folk,
clearly agree with the existence of
a hidden conspiracy.
Perhaps Rory simply wanted the
Reeds to enjoy a nice Moomba cruise… or perhaps there
is something more sinister at
play. Could they be planning an
undercover camp takeover? If
they can redirect the uproar of
the people toward Seth and force
his overthrow, then maybe they
could take advantage of the power
vacuum and seize Seth’s throne.
While much is left to speculation
and contention, one thing is certain: the fate of Belknap is in dire
straits, and its people will continue to suffer and despair until the
masked aggressor is revealed.
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Learning to Ask For Help
The following Vespers was delivered the past summer by Brian Reaney, a second year Cadet Leader.

D

uring my first year at Tufts, I
did not do well in school. I’ve
had some issues in the past with
getting my work done efficiently
and not taking too long. In middle
school, my mom asked me if I
wanted to go to Sylvan Learning
Center when I was having trouble with organization. Some of you may remember seeing TV commercials for Sylvan Learning Center, a place where
you could get extra help in school—I thought it was
for the “dumb” kids, and I was too afraid to admit
I was struggling. I ended up performing well up
through high school, but I regret being too afraid to
accept help when it was offered.
College was
a big adjustment. I was no
longer one of
the smart kids
compared to
everyone else,
and A’s weren’t
given out that
easily. The first test I took was in multivariable
calculus, worth a third of my grade in the class, and
I got a 56. The rest of my classes were better, but
still challenging. I ended my first semester feeling a
little defeated. The next semester was slightly better
but I still hadn’t figured it out, and I ended up with
a similar outcome. I had to balance my engineering
classes with running cross country and track all year,
and staying caught up was difficult.
It wasn’t until the fall of my sophomore year that
I decided to get help with my study habits. Like
most colleges, Tufts has a time management/study
habits program through the student services department where you can meet with a counselor for
free. I knew it existed, but for some reason it never
occurred to me to go get help until my sophomore year.
I remember thinking, “Why didn’t I do this sooner?”
when I thought of going to time management
12 Camp Belknap

counseling. It was so accessible, I knew about it,
and I was well aware of my academic difficulties—it
was so obvious. Even before I started working with
a counselor, it felt surprisingly good just to have
a plan to get help with this issue. After a year of
feeling like I was losing control of my grades, I had a
way to regain some stability. Working with my time
management counselor was helpful—she helped me
figure out strategies for organizing my life and find
ways to work efficiently. But most of the lessons I
learned were ideas I came up with; it was just useful to
have someone who supported me and who I could
go to for help if I needed it. After working with my
time management counselor for a semester and getting
a sense of how I needed to go about studying, I ended
my sophomore year on the dean’s list.
What really surprised me, though, was the relief
I felt just from signing up with a time management
counselor. My struggle with school had been an
internal issue, and I hadn’t realized how stressful it
was for me to deal with that problem on my own.
Asking someone else for assistance lessened the load
on my shoulders and gave me confidence and hope
that helped me solve my problem. Of course, having
a counselor give me suggestions was useful, but most
of the reflection and ideas that led to my improvement came from me; my counselor served a more
important role just by being there to listen.
For one of my classes this year I watched a video
interviewing Sunaura Taylor. Sunaura has arthrogryposis, a physical disability that forces her to use
a wheelchair. In the interview, she talked about
her everyday life and how she has to overcome her
impairment, and at one point she discussed her
routine for getting coffee and how she learned not
to be ashamed of asking for help. She said, “In my
opinion, help is something that we all need, and it is
something that is looked down upon and not really
taken care of in this society when we all need help,
and we’re all interdependent in all sorts of ways.” I
strongly agree with Sunaura. (cont’d next page)

Dave Blackburn
Joins Board of Trustees

bringing Pete to Belknap at
9 years old a few years ago, I
was reminded and astounded
at the pristine continuation
e are pleased to announce the election of
of the spirit and legacy that
Dave Blackburn to the Belknap Board of
makes it such a special place
Trustees. Dave first came to camp in 1979 with his
in the world,” says Dave. “I’m
brother Jeff. He was soon selected to be an LC in
committed to doing everything
the first month of 1983, and spent his final summer as
I can to continue that journey,
an LIT in 1984.
hopefully for generations to
While the demands of college, career, and starting
Dave during his LC year, in 1983 come.”
a young family have kept
Dave, a Managing Director at Marsh & McLenDave busy for the years
nan, lives with wife Kara (a Senior Lecturer at MIT
since his LIT summer,
Sloan School of Management) and their children
the impact of his time
Peter, Buzzy, and Annie in Brookline, MA. In his free
at Belknap remained
time, he enjoys the outdoors with his family – skistrong. As his son Peter
ing, snowboarding, mountain biking, and exploring
approached camper age
the Lakes Region of New Hampshire.
several years ago, he
The Blackburns have been active participants in
picked up right where he
Family Camp, Leaders Work Weekend, Community
left off.
“When we ‘re-entered’ Events, and Volunteer Days, and we are excited to
welcome Dave as our newest Trustee!
the Belknap world,
The Blackburns:

W

Pete, Kara, Buzzy, Dave, and Annie.

Reaney (cont’d from pg. 12)
Whenever I ask someone for help, I notice that it
feels good. Just the relief that comes from admitting
that you have a problem or task you can’t conquer
alone is incredibly powerful, and it is something we
cannot afford to live without. It can be difficult to
ask for help.
The way we are raised as boys makes us aspire to
a familiar image of masculinity that is independent,
tough, cool, proud, and insensitive, and this image
is difficult and unhealthy to live up to. We all deal
with so much in our own heads, by ourselves—challenges as small as having a bad day or as large as
mourning the loss of a loved one. The act of asking
for help is in some sense a cure for this masculine
image. It forces us to confront our feelings and share
them, rather than ignore and internalize them. It
allows us to show vulnerability rather than pretend
to be tough. Asking for help makes us kind people,

and it is one of those actions that although small,
causes a powerful positive ripple effect.
I’ve thought about ways that I can change my
habits and be more open to getting support from
others. Little things that we do throughout the
day can be important. For instance, in Cadets and
Juniors we start the day by asking a cabinmate to
help move our trunks outside. When I play Bizou, I
make sure I sub off before I’m tired instead of being
a hardo and trying to stay in until I’m gassed. When
someone offers me assistance, I try to accept rather
than responding with the classic “no thanks, I’m
good.” Making a habit of asking for and accepting
help has made it easier for me to be honest with myself
and address my own needs instead of suppressing
my problems and trying to tough it out.
My name is Brian Reaney, I’m a Cadet Leader, and
this is my eleventh summer at Belknap.
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Scouting Reports
Please send your news & photos to alumni@campbelknap.org

CB in SLC
Kevin Yates, Jeff Grossmann, Nate
Chesley, Tucker Briggs, and Nate Jones
joined forces at Alta, trading the water skis
for alpine.

Buddy Check
L-R: Will Colligan, Iker Elosua, George Hall, Oriol Vidal, and
Mikey Lubelczyk took Budapest by storm in October 2017, but
saved time for a quick General Swim. George forgot a buddy.
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Back on the East Coast
Belknappers everywhere: Chesley ran into
Sam Stewart and Jack Tracy at Jay Peak

Belknap Ski Day
L-R: Jack Tracy, Sam
Stewart, Jack Colligan,
Rory Germain, and Brad
Germain joined us for
a lively day of skiing at
Loon!

Belknap Hits the Links
1960-70s leaders Ted Clark, Ric
Townsend, George Berman, and John
Grossmann took some time to relax
after their Annual Belknap Golf Buddy
Trip. The matches did not end in the
traditional Belknap tie, but a good time
was definitely had by all.

Oh Capo!
Spencer Sisselman and
Nick Piccioli met up on
the streets of Florence
this fall.

Belknap Ski Day at Loon
We had a great turnout for our 2017 Belknap Ski Day at Loon Mountain,
of current and former leaders, campers, sisters, brothers, moms and dads!
Mark your calendars for March 25th, 2018 for our next Ski Day, downhill
and Nordic.
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Yay Joey!
Lots of Belknappers turned out to cheer on Junior ADH Joey
LaLiberte’s senior football year at Middlebury: first his DH
counterpart Peter Bensen caught a game at Bowdoin, and later
Evan Sayles, Brian Gould, Cole McGarrigle, Jack Lucey, and
James Murphy came out for his final game at Tufts. Jack tried
out for the team, no word back yet from the coach.

y
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Brooklyn Young Alum Event
We had an excellent turnout for a night of Bizou in Prospect Park followed by food, drink, and table games in Bed
Stuy, including Sam Elwell, Jeb Roberts, Mack Ramsden, Nat Rosen, Sam Blumenfeld, Matt Hadley, Anthony
Ruvo, Sam Polifka, Harrison Tracy, Dan O’Brien, Conner Romeyn, Pat Riley, Greg Berman, Oliver Jenkins, Zach
Rubenfeld, and Mike Cadoux (not pictured). A huge thank you to George Berman, Greg Berman, and Sam Polifka
for helping to plan, organize and support an awesome night to reconnect with Belknappers.
Boston Bizou
We hosted a Boston area Bizou Ball Day in Newton, MA at the Fessenden School, playing over 2 hours of Bizou
with current and former leaders and campers. Attendees included (back): Steve Boucher, Tim Boucher, Tom
Wraight, Dave Levy, Dave Moore, John Paugh, Jackson Ward, Mitchell Lockwood, Ross Carroll, (front):
Max Klein, Luke Purinton, Owen Purinton, Geoff Masland, Peter Blackburn, and Dave Blackburn.

Rocky Mountain Day
L-R: Brigham Burlingame, James Bender,
John Harwood, and Tom Wraight took in a
nice little Mountain Day overlooking Boulder
and beyond.
Baby in the High Chair
Jeremy Dodge with
daughter Greta.

Colorado Community Event
More great turnout in Colorado,
including Adrian MacDonald,
Kent Cruger, Alex, Greta, and
Jeremy Dodge, Brendan McManus, Axel Williams, James
Bender, Aidan Williams, Peter
“Jackaroo” Hammond, Jackson
Cruger, Ellen Nordberg, Paul
Williams, Tom Wraight, Henry
Knutzen, Brad Goldsberry, J.
Brigham Burlingame, Ethan
Hirshberg, and John Harwood.
A huge Boomalacka to Brendan
McManus, who hosted us at his
restaurant Lucky Pie LoDo.

Bay Area Belknappers
It was Bombardment in the park with some great representation from
Belknap West, including Dave Duff, Aaron “Coach” Whitmore, Bryan
Wilson, Dave Collins, Pat Keeley, Jeff Grossmann, Turner Masland,
Ben Collins, Kip Landergren, Christiaan Vorkink, Nick Dayno, Seth
Kassels, and Geoff Masland. Good times - and sore arms - were had by all.
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Artwork That Reflects
the Beauty of the
Belknap Spirit

M

uch of the beauty of the Belknap Spirit is
that its meaning is unique to each individual. Through shared experiences, each Belknapper
forms different connections and bonds during their
Belknap journey, interpreting it through the various
paths they take and people they meet.
The beauty of Belknap is truly in the eye of the
beholder, and from these collective experiences that
span generations, the power of this magical place
remains strong. Many Belknappers seek to capture
that beauty through different mediums during their
time at camp, while at Crafts periods, Studio Art,
taking photos, or sketching while sitting on a bench
during General Swim.
Several members of our community have graciously shared their artistic interpretations of the
Belknap they know. For the past several years, Ed
Wintner (LC ’86) has been making trips back to
camp to capture some of the most iconic scenery
around our sacred grounds, resulting in solemnly
breathtaking paintings.

Several of Ed Wintner’s beautiful paintings, depicting scenes around Belknap.
Clockwise from top left: The Chapel, The Woodcraft Circle, Little Huck, and Seabury Ave.
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Sam

Sam Dodge’s (LC ’97) collaborations with a New
Hampshire artist have yielded four prints that combine elements of the Woodcraft Circle with other
staples of the Belknap experience. The final product
offers a hybrid of a physical and symbolic map – a
bird’s eye view of much of the beauty that Belknappers know intimately.
Though she never experienced Belknap firsthand,
Wolfeboro-based artist Sandy Martin has painted
several beautiful watercolors of camp life. A longtime

friend of Belknap, her work captures timeless snapshots
of life under the pines, and scenes she depicts speak
to Belknappers young and old.
We thank Ed, Sam, and Sandy for using their respective artistic visions to capture the essence of the
Belknap experience. Please enjoy these samples of
their hard work. Prints of Ed and Sandy’s paintings
are available at the online Camp store during each
holiday season, and we plan to make Sam’s prints
available in future as well.

Sandy Martin’s watercolors capture
the timelessness of life in a Belknap summer.

Sam Dodge’s new Belknap-themed prints, drawing on the Woodcraft Lamps of Truth,
Fortitude, Beauty, and Love, as well as other aspects of life under the pines.
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YMCA Camp Belknap
PO Box 1546
Wolfeboro, NH 03864

Follow Us

Join us on LinkedIn

facebook.com/CampBelknap
@ymcacampbelknap
Follow camp.belknap
Check out our YouTube channel

Contact Us

alumni@campbelknap.org
or call 603.569.3475

CB Archives!

Have something to donate?
Find information at
campbelknap.org/pages/archives.html
Email: archives@campbelknap.org

Moved Recently?

Send your contact information
to alumni@campbelknap.org
and continue to receive
electronic newsletters and
mailings

