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Camp is not just a place or a group of 
people, but a living culture that we all 
share—our customs, arts, institutions, 
and achievements that we share across 

generations of Belknappers. Let's take a moment this 
off season to consider our collective Belknap culture.
1. We have ColleCtive rituals
These include Woodcraft, Vespers and Chapel talks, 
Adams Cup, Buddy Check, Candlelight, and our 
time is still kept by a live bugler. 
2. We have shared tasks
Working together, looking at each other in the eye, we 
create instant gratification and respect for each other. 
Camp Duties, calling for inspection, and facilitating 
family-style meals three times daily are all part of our 
cultural glue. 
3. We see eaCh other in our true selves
We sleep under the same roof each night, or if we are 
lucky, under the stars. We brush our teeth together in 
the bird bath, we swim in the lake, we walk together 
on our paths in the woods, and we open up and share 
our individual stories. 
4. MusiC is inCorporated into daily life
Music whether listened to, played, sung in the 
Woodcraft Circle or at Chapel is an ingrained part 
of our culture.
5. We have the Courage to be distinCt 
We have a 100% homegrown leadership. Bizouball 
is our game. We only communicate via mail and we 
are tech free. We let our campers choose periods. 
6. We have value-based initiation rituals 
Each time a boy enters a new division he is welcomed 
and initiated into the responsibilities of the age 
group. We further initiate our campers and staff 

through the Bald Eagle tribe, camper honors and 
senior recognition.
7. We have a distinCt Jargon & language
RAC, slingers, scolleges, Bowtie, STJ, LBE, 
Boomalacka, Timi-Hi, Razou, and the list goes on!
8. We tell and retell saCred stories 
about ourselves and we celebrate our heroes who 
have defined the organization. The stories of our 
heroes abound! Ma and Pa Conlon, Reid Besserer, 
Hank Adams, and Tom Giggi are the heroes who 
we credit for bolstering this culture. We also have 
two generations of Clarks to thank for they put 
camp ahead of everything else with humility, hard 
work and love. 
9. We have eMbleMs & syMbols 
We wear the green and white adorned with a  
B or CB with pride.
10. We have CoMMon ideals and Morals 
Our moral ecology, and a shared goals are embodied 
in the lamps of Woodcraft: Fortitude, Truth, Beauty 
and Love. In Our Leadership Pillars: Back to Basics, 
Less is More, Our Best Self and Be with the Boys. 
And by our golden rule, our motto: God First, The 
Other Fellow Second, Myself Last

We thank each and every one of you for your 
contributions to the Belknap spirit and it continues 
to amaze us how our culture strengthens each year. We 
hope this 2019 Firelighter edition ignites even more 
of the Belknap Spirit in each one of you.

Timi-Hi and Seek The Joy,

Seth & Stephanie Kassels

Directors᾽ Message
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I learned a great deal in school, and don’t take lightly 
the primacy of education. However, growing up, 
my most formative days, the places where I learned 
how to be the person I wanted to be, was during 

my time off from school. 
I was raised in Manchester, New Hampshire, where 

my dad ran a shoe factory. On most Saturdays, school 
vacations, holidays and basically any chance he could, 
my father brought me to the factory with him. As we 
walked around, I watched my dad, who to this day is a 
quiet and reserved man, greeted the workers with warmth, 
looked them in the eyes, addressed them with respect, and 
asked them about their families. No person was better 
than another, he taught me. Their work was not lesser 
than his. To make a shoe, it took a team, and everyone’s 
contributions mattered the same. 

I learned this when he had me work on the assembly 
line, when he made me try to figure out how to fix the 
broken lasting machines, and when I spent long hot days 
loading trucks, when all I wanted to do was be outside. 

Then there was Camp Belknap. This wonderland on 
Winnipesaukee where I could escape every summer. Because 
while my dad was bringing me to the factory to teach me 
about hard work and respect, and how to be a compassionate 
leader, he also knew I didn’t have a lot of community in 
Manchester; it wasn’t a place where I particularly fit in.

Life was so different, when I was at camp. During my 
11 years at Belknap, I built a home, the first place where 
I felt like I found people and friends who I could confide 
in, leaders I extolled and could model myself after.

Dave Quigley, Harley Heath, John Rodgers, Jeff Sutton, 
Wayne Eckerson and Tom Giggi all left an indelible mark 
on me. I can’t remember all of the names of my school 
teachers or who taught me what, but can remember all 
my Belknap leaders and some of the things they taught 
me. I would be remiss not to mention Hank Adams, who 
taught me to respect, love and protect our environment. 

There were my LC and LIT summers, where I was given 
room to lead, but also make mistakes. A more senior leader 
would pull me aside to coach me what to do next time. 
Then there was my first Cadet cabin, where all of a sudden, 
I was responsible for nine boys who had just left home for 
the first time, and looked to me as the mature adult in the 
room, when a lot of the time I felt like I was winging it. 

When I was a Division Head, I learned what managing 

a team meant, and while I remembered the lessons I 
learned from my dad in the factory, I also thought about 
all the leaders I looked up to when I was a camper. In 
fact, many of these skills I am still using today as a leader 
in my law firm.

After 11 summers, I was about to graduate college and 
go into a huge amount of debt in law school. On the 
advice of my parents, my friends, and my girlfriend—
now my wife of 30 years—I got a “real” corporate job. I 
was miserable, and ached for my summers at Belknap. I 
thought I’d never get to go back.

About 20 years later, I returned. I dropped my son off 
as a Cadet and felt a little jealous. His leader was George 
Berman’s son, Greg. It was a full circle. And I realized how 
much I missed the community, the brotherhood, and the 
camaraderie. I missed New Hampshire, the lake, and time 
under the pines as well as vespers, Woodcraft, main dock 
and so much more.

And then I joined this Board of Trustees, during a time 
when camp was going through leadership changes and 
many challenges. Where we were forced to look at our 
past, and find new ways to create that experience that 
made who us who we are—to instill the same values that 
we learned in these boys, who are facing a world that was 
unimaginable to me back in 1985, but bring them up to 
date with 2019. To make our camp enduring when old 
traditions and simplicity don’t resonate the same way — 
when competing with a plethora of specialty camps, 
helicopter parents and changing demographics—all while 
trying to make camp more diverse, inclusive and accepting. 
It’s a tough and important challenge.

But, when I make the six-hour drive to Wolfeboro from 
New Jersey, I am reminded that we all sit around this table 
for the same reason: this camp, these campers, these pines, 
which left an impression on us that shaped our future 
and that endured in us so deeply we all felt compelled 
to come back. There’s something powerful and beautiful 
in that. And, as we decide, together, about the direction 
of Belknap, I am grateful and honored to be sitting with 
all of you, who know to put others before yourself and 
respect all, who care so deeply about camp and its beautiful 
surroundings, and who want to help make our campers 
into better people. What a privilege it has been to be back 
here to help maintain this modest retreat, but at the same 
time a thriving Camp Belknap for the future.

What I’ve Learned at Camp
Board Member and former Cadet Division Head Mark Kesslen (1975-1985)

delivered this invocation to lead off the Summer Trustees meeting on July 27, 2019

Mark Kesslen

2019 The firelighter | 5



| camp belknaP 2019 The firelighter |6 7

On July 27, 2019 the Belknap Community 
gathered to dedicate a new Junior Division. 
On July 27, 1968, the Belknap Community 
gathered to dedicate a new Besserer Division. 

Among those in attendance at the 1968 Dedication to listen 
to Board Chairman Horace Blood were such persons as 
Junior Division Head Stew Putnam, Junior ADH John 
Grossmann, Middler DH Ted Clark, Head of Baseball 
Rick Hutchins (and his wife Betsey), Cabin Leaders 
Brad Nutter and Tom Giggi, and campers Bob Cole, Ric 
Townsend and Bob Dahl. Each of these persons was also in 
attendance 51 years later. In 1968, the guests marveled at 
the new “birdbath” which remains a cornerstone of Scollege 
life today. In 2019 they were similarly impressed by the 
new compostable toilets. Even more remarkable than the 
overlapping attendance, however, was the fact that it was 
not a reunion of people who had not seen each other in 
years. It was a gathering of lifelong friends who had been 
together frequently not just in the preceding years but in the 
preceding weeks and months, a reflection of the enduring 
role the Belknap connection had played in their lives. 

The Besserer Division Dedication in 1968 marked the 
beginning of a decade of expansion and innovation which 
laid the foundation for many of Camp’s successes over the 
next half century. Between 1968 and 1978, Clark Field, the 
Lagoon and Shore Acres were all acquired, the Dining Hall 
was doubled in size and the Senior and Besserer Divisions 
were re-located. The first Adams Cup, Bizou Ball and 

Donut Ball games were played. Most importantly, Leaders 
Corps was created, transforming leadership development 
from the fraternity hazing of Hurricane to the serious and 
intense learning experience which has been the defining 
summer for so many Belknappers. 

The Junior Division Dedication in 2019 finds Camp at 
a similar juncture and a similar moment in its history. The 
changes and improvements of the 1970s served us well, 
but it should come as little surprise that all are in need of 
replacement and modernization. After five decades, the 
Dining Hall, the Lagoon, the Infirmary and the Scolleges 
all need to be renovated and brought up to 21st Century 
standards. What our parents and grandparents did for us in 
the 1970s in order to get us to 2019, we need to do again 
in order to get our children and grandchildren to 2068. 

As I stood in the Junior Division this past July, my 
thoughts drifted not back in time to July 1968, but forward 
to July 2068. My friends and I are unlikely to be around that 
summer, but if we all do “our share of the work”, Belknap 
will be. And it will need to be. Whatever else may change in 
the coming half century, if there are still boys in 2068, they 
will still need a safe place to be boys and to become men. 
And, there will still be no better place to do that than under 
the pines, by a lake, surrounded by their friends.

George Berman served as Cadet & Besserer Division Head from 
1973-77 and on the Board from 1989 to 2011. He was a 2005 
recipient of the Horace Blood Award.

Another 50 Years
A Reflection on Change at Belknap

George Berman

f roM t h e  a rC h i v e s

Melissa Ludwig Shares  
Memories of Hank Adams

Board of Trustees member Melissa Adams Lud-
wig stopped in to a Sunday Night Staff meeting 
this summer to share recollections of her grand-
father and camp’s longest-tenured Belknapper, 

Hank Adams. With her she brought a collection of 
Hank’s Belknap clothing and memorabilia that resides 
in her family cottage, located right next to the Wolfe.

Her visit was part of an initiative this summer to educate 
Belknap’s current leadership on the contributions of figures 
who have made a lasting impact on life under the pines (see 
inset). Each Sunday night, a different Senior Staff member 
shared memories and reflections on these figures, offering 
personal stories to present a view of Belknap luminaries 
who are known to most current staff only in name.

Melissa’s talk on Hank was particularly memorable 
for even though Hank passed away 21 years ago, his 
legacy lives on in ways both named and unnamed. She 
shared stories of Hank and his wife Ruth while decked 
out in various articles of vintage Belknap clothing, fea-

turing many of the Adams’ tenure award jackets. She 
also brought a rarely-seen collection of Hank’s personal 
Belknap artifacts and memorabilia, including awards 
and certificates from the Nature Program with which 
the Adams name would become synonymous.

The efforts to educate current staff and campers on 
the legacy of those who came before them was felt 
throughout camp during the whole summer. As part 
of their Woodcraft Tasks Leader Corps members were 
assigned to share Belknap history facts at lunch, using 
the camp histories of Reid Besserer, John Friborg, and 
John Grossmann for research. The camper writers of 
the Daily Bugler camp paper reported on the history of 
Belknap traditions that are ingrained in our culture today. 
Visit campbelknap.org/archives/dailybugler to read this 
summer’s papers. 

Such appreciation of Belknap’s past is imperative for its 
future. We look forward to sharing more from the archives 
and history as we set our sights on Summer of 2020!
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This summer marked a historic year for the 
Belknap Leadership, with our Food Service 
Team comprised completely of Belknappers. 
Led by Food Service Manager Wilfredo 

Morales and Baker Melissa Askew, this pioneering team 
worked diligently to cook and serve every meal while 
also leading program periods throughout the summer. 
Structure of the team was derived from the existing 
Belknap Leadership, complete with a DH, ADH, 
Leaders, LITs, and KCs (Kitchen Corps). We are grateful 
for the incredible hard work that our Kitchen Division 
put in this summer, and excited for growth of future 
leadership opportunities for Belknappers. 

5:15am 
Prying your head from the pillow is the first task of the 
day. Putting on some decent clothes and tying your 
shoes is the next. Check and check. Two tasks down and 
a whole day’s worth to go.

5:25am 
I emerge from the living quarters in the back of the Ca-
det lodge where Jordan Seyler (the kitchen ADH) and 
I have been sleeping all summer. He’s close behind me, 
shutting the door and turning off the lights. We walk 
in silence down to the dining hall. The dew still hangs 
heavy on the leaves and the rest of camp is still asleep, 
the sun just beginning to crest over the Winnaper. We 
can hear fans and the creaking of bunks as we pass 
between Middler cabin 6 and the archery range. A small 
robin flutters off our path leading to the kitchen. 

5:35am 
We enter a cacophony of sounds and smells. Looking 
to my right at the West end prep table I see one of the 
Kitchen Corps leaders, Joe Norberg, plating up sausag-
es. Over the summer he became affectionately known 
as “Joey Bag-a-Donuts” because he was quite fond of 

Kitchen Division Diary

Sam Lecompte, Kitchen Division Head

the donuts that our baker Melissa would make every 
Tuesday morning. He looks up at us as we enter. 
   “Mornin’ boss!” he hollers over the sound of the ovens. 
  “Mornin’ Joey.”

I make my way through the kitchen catching glimpses 
of everyone else and what task they’ve already begun that 
morning. Jackson “Big Jack” Cote is busy cutting away 
at berries, an assortment of strawberries and blueberries 
that will go on top of the waffles we’d be serving. Up at 
the front window Grayson Brockelbank is prepping that 
morning’s coffee. Out in the dining hall I can see Jackson 
Savage and Ian MacDonald putting out the water and 
yogurt. Jim Huckman and I nod to one another as he 
passes me headed to the walk-in cooler. 
   I head into the office space that sits behind 
the dishwasher. I drop my bag on the 
desk and strip off my jacket. The 
extra ten degrees of humidity 
in the kitchen catches up to 
you quickly. Sitting at his 
computer is our head 
chef, Wilfredo. I wish 
him a good morning 
and he gives me nod 
and fist bump, then 
dives back into the 
order that he was 
working on.

5:40am
I  w a s h  m y  h a n d s 
thoroughly in the hand 
washing sink and slip on a pair 
of black rubber gloves. Seaghan 
“Crunchy” Kineen walks in front of 
my path and gives me a kind “Morning 
Sammy” as he makes his way to the back cooler for 
milk. At the front table is Colin “Cooleen” Gilmore, another 
one of the kitchen leaders. He’s busy carefully pouring syrup 
into the dressing cups. I shoot him a wink and hits me with 
a quick-draw-fake-gun-hand-gesture then bustles out into 
the dining hall to serve the syrup.

I start to prep the salad for that day’s lunch, cutting 
cherry tomatoes and peeling onions.
 
8:00am 
With the ring of the gong and a fitting blessing the 
breakfast begins. Campers and leaders alike are ready to 
gorge on the breakfast we all prepared. Throughout the 
meal they come up to the window for different items, 
smiling at the leaders who hand them more napkins or a 
missing set of utensils.

“Hey Crunchy! Are you going to swim lessons again?” a 
kid asks as Ian hands him some more butter. Crunchy, 
standing behind Ian, replies as he carries a box of cereal 
to the seconds table.

“Sure am! I better see you there!” The kid leaves smiling.

 
8:30am 
The dirty dishes light is switched on and the kids start 
bringing stacks up to the LCs that wait in front of the 
row of trash cans in the Pitt.

 
8:40am 
We’d been cleaning for about ten minutes now and 
still it seems like we hadn’t made much of a dent in 

the stacks of plates and bowls that stood in 
front of the two guys manning the 

dishwasher. We wouldn’t finish 
cleaning for another hour 

or so. Campers had filed 
out of the dining hall by 

then, off to camp duties 
and their first period 
activity.

 
10:00am 
All of us are sitting 
around the LC table 
in the center of the 

dining hall. We finish 
putting away the last 

of the clean silverware 
and grab a plate of waffles 

and sausage for ourselves. 
We sit down and take a breath 

as a group. To my right is Crunchy, 
Big Jack, Jordan, and Colin. Men who have 

stepped into a roll entirely unfamiliar and lead the 
younger boys by example. To my left is Grayson, 
Jackson, Ian, Jim and Joe. Men who have provided the 
energy and stamina to get through the long days of 
work in the kitchen.

I have a moment of clarity. Looking at all these guys 
eating the very breakfast they just made for several hun-
dred people, and laughing about ridiculous antics that 
happened that week at camp. This is what the kitchen 
division and the work that we’ve all done this summer 
has been about. Here, amongst leaders and friends, you 
discover true love and passion for Belknap and putting 
in your fair share of work to make it run. I smile. We all 
prepare ourselves for the next meal service. 

8 9
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Belknap’s Co-Directors, Seth and Stephanie 
Kassels, were presented with the 2019 Horace 
Blood Award at a ceremony in the Chapel during 
Third Session this summer. The Blood Award 

is awarded to those members of the Board of Trustees 
or friends of camp who have demonstrated the spirit of 
Horace’s devotion to the improvement and perpetuation 
of Camp Belknap. The award was presented by Board 
Chair Frank Kenison.

Seth was raised in Amherst, Massachusetts and began his 
Belknap tenure as a camper in 1992. He was awarded the 
Colin Brown Award as an LC in 1994, served as Middler 
Division Head in 1999 and finishing his first stint at 
Belknap as Program Director in 2005. Seth is a graduate 
of Colorado College, where he met Steph and bonded over 
their love of the outdoors. Steph, also a Colorado College 
graduate, first came to Belknap in 1999 to visit Seth. As a 
Doctor of Nursing specializing in the field of diabetic care 
and research, she continues to dedicate her non-Belknap 
career towards the improvement of care options for those 
afflicted with the disease. 

At Belknap, focus is often paid to leadership as it relates to 
recognition and/or promotion: Honors, Senior Recognition, 
leadership awards, promotions within divisions and Senior 
Staff. These visible affirmations of achievement are integral 

to Belknap’s culture and will remain so, though they should 
never overshadow the small leadership opportunities that 
present themselves every day to Belknappers, young or old. 
These moments are often small and without an audience, 
but they are the lifeblood of the Belknap Experience and 
they do not happen by accident.

There are architects to Belknap’s living, breathing 
community of leadership and it is in that spirit that Seth 
and Steph have been recognized as heralds of Horace 
Blood’s dedication to the improvement of the culture and 
spirit of Camp Belknap.

Seven years into their directorship, the Kassels’ impact 
on fostering a lifestyle of leadership at Belknap is focused 
on creating opportunities for camper leadership has seen 
even the youngest Belknappers take ownership not only in 
keeping our grounds clean, but in reducing the impact of 
invasive species in the Grove and the conversations around 
inclusion they have started has ensured that Belknap 
continues to evolve its understanding of how to welcome 
boys and young men of all backgrounds. 

Seth and Steph’s devotion to Belknap is fueled by their 
love of camp and their desire to see it flourish in the future 
while honoring its past. We thank Seth and Steph for all 
they continue to do for camp, and congratulate them as 
the 2019 Horace Blood Award recipients.

2019 chris thurber award
The Chris Thurber Award recognizes past or present Belknappers or members of the  

Belknap community who, like Chris, have incorporated the teachings and learnings of Belknap  
into a professional or community setting beyond Belknap.

2019 Horace Blood Award 
awarded to

se t h  &  s t e ph  k a s se l s
a n dy  b ig e l oW

Andy Bigelow received the 2019 Chris Thurber award during 
a special ceremony at Woodcraft on July 28. Andy first began 
his Belknap career as a camper from 1977 through 1982, 
when he received Senior Recognition. A member of the 

1983 Leader Corps, Andy rose through the leadership ranks to become 
LC Director in 1987, and served as Senior Division Head from 1989-90.

After a brief stint in the private sector, Andy earned his Masters in 
Education and became a high school history and social studies teacher. 
In this role, he has taken his passion for civics to motivate his students 
to become involved and informed about their local and national 
government regardless of party affiliation.

As a Humanities teacher at Francis Parker High School in Chicago, 
Andy has incorporated his knack for trip planning, risk management, 
and project design into real-life lessons for his students. Under Andy’s 
leadership, the once-dreaded field trips evolved into a capstone 
experience for the Upper School, highly anticipated by students and 
teachers alike. In 2012, he led a trip to Wisconsin with students from 
an Elections class to get out the vote for their chosen presidential 
candidates.

In addition to igniting civic passion in his students’ lives, Andy remains 
steadfast in his stalwart advocacy for historically persecuted minorities, 
supporting the rights of LGTBQ+ students and faculty and leading class 
trips focused on educating participants on the history of the Civil Rights 
Movement. Years after his last stint under the pines, Andy continues to 
live the camp motto in his personal and professional life.

de b i  C l a r k  va l e n t i n e

Debi Clark Valentine was named a recipient of the 2019 
Chris Thurber Award during Third Session’s Candlelight 
Ceremony on August 2. Debi began her Belknap career 
as a 4-year-old in 1960 when she moved into the Wolfe 

Cottage with her parents, Peg and Gene Clark, Jr.
For 33 consecutive summers, Belknap was Debi’s summer home and 

with each year her responsibilities and duties grew. She was a crucial 
member of the Senior Staff, working alongside the Directors and behind 
the scenes where she was regarded for being organized, capable, and 
reliable. Her skills and talent brought her to the forefront of Belknap’s 
renowned Leadership Program, working with Leadership Director Tom 
Giggi. She was appointed as the Program Executive for the NH State 
YMCA and the Executive Director of the prestigious NH YMCA Youth 
& Government Program. Until her retirement in 2019, Debi served as 
Director of Leadership Development and Training for the Granite Y’s 
600 staff, achieving significant accomplishments on the national level.

The core of Debi’s focus has always been the development of values-
based cultures, bringing a unique understanding of the role that 
emotional intelligence and character development plays in building 
personal and professional relationships. She has been recognized at the 
national level for her passion, leadership and commitment to the service 
and mentorship of children and communities. It would be impossible to 
count the number of lives that Debi’s service has impacted, but it is not 
difficult to recognize hers as the superlative example in the stewardship 
of character and development of strong communities. 

Andy Bigelow with Seth Kassels, Chris Thurber, and Steph Kassels Debi Clark Valentine with Seth Kassels, Mike Valentine, and Steph Kassels

Seth and Steph with Board Chair Frank Kenison and Horace Blood
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In a professional landscape with recruitment and 
hiring services utilizing data-galore, sometimes all 
it takes is an enthusiastic “Timi-Hi!” to set one 
human apart from a vast pile of resumes. Belknap’s 

renowned leadership program, having developed over 
many decades now, continues to train young men well. 
Belknap leaders offer qualities that can’t be taught during 
onboarding or professional development seminars—
qualities that take months or even years to engrain. 
Having worked in a 24/7 environment, Belknap leaders 
can be “on” for extensive periods of time, capable of 
managing their own needs and the needs of others, 
simultaneously. At a relatively young age, many Belknap 
leaders have discovered how to manage the difficult task 
of keeping campers safe and happy while simultaneously 
acting as their role model.

2019 has been another year of Belknappers connecting 
beyond the borders of the physical camp, Belknap 
continues to be fertile ground for Belknappers networking, 
recommending, and even outright hiring other Belknappers. 

For example, Jane Lannon is Vice President at Investor 

Group Services, a strategy consulting firm that provides 
mergers and acquisitions diligence and strategic market 
insight for private equity and corporate clients. Jane’s 
husband, Ben Lannon attended Belknap as a camper 
and leader, her son Ollie is a current camper, and the 
whole family has attended family camp for the past five 
consecutive years. 

“I love going to family camp,” Jane says. “There are 
so many things I look forward to when we go—the 
campfires, the activities, the food, GS, Woodcraft. But 
I also look forward to meeting the leaders, especially if 
they are looking for a job. One of our best hires has been 
a former Belknap leader. He and I met at 7am on main 
dock, waiting for the morning swim, and were chatting 
about what he's doing, his job search, etc. That simple 
connection lead to his getting hired by my company. Now, 
when we go to family camp, I'm excited to see who else 
might be job-searching that I can help. Belknap develops 
leaders who are thoughtful and intentional, not to mention 
charismatic and joyful. Who wouldn't want someone like 
that to join their company?”

Timi Hired
Camp networking connects Belknappers to the workplace

2019 Senior Leaders Brian Gould, Matthew Harrison,  
& Will Ayscue participated in a pre-summer internship 
at Investor Group Services, where they worked with former 
Besserer DH Jack Colligan and Belknapper Jane Lannon.

Middler DH, Owen Gonya connected to Assistant  
Program Director RD Jenkinson (Belknapper from  
1998 - 2016 /2019). he will be working for  
The Yellowstone Club in Big Sky Montana.

Attorney and Member at Mintz law practice, Tom Wintner 
(1981-91, Besserer DH, Bugler), welcomed Mack Ramsden 
(Belknapper from 2003—2018 and former Assistant Program 
Director) into the firm in the role of Project Analyst. 

Belknap Young Alums (From left to right: Stephen Iodice, 
Matt Piispanen, Will Morrison, Ross Cook, Jon Depew, and 
Jason Berk) now employed at Toast, Inc. in Boston. 

6 River Systems, specializing in logistics and supply chain and 
co-founded by former Belknap leader Jerome Dubois, hired 
Cadet Division Head Brian Reaney (in the Belknap vest!). 

Mark Marion (Belknapper from 1990 to 2003, left)  
poses with David Dick (2018 /2019 LC Director),  
a recent hire at juwi Solar INC. 
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Our Belknap Community suffered a loss 
this past year when Andy Sutcliffe passed 
away in April. 

Andy was a lifelong Belknapper. He was an 
energetic Junior Division Head, a dynamic Woodcraft Chief 
and a charter member of the long-running BAD League, a 
Belknap alumni group where his feverish roster management 
earned him the nickname “Trader Jack”. Andy’s most 
enduring legacy at Camp, however, is the annual end of 
the year Slide Show. A talented musician and photographer, 
Andy produced the first Slide Show in 1974. Expertly 
balancing a cassette tape player and two Kodak Carousel 
slide trays, he created a brilliant combination of image and 
music which perfectly expressed how so many people felt 
but had so much difficulty putting into words. It instantly 
became a cherished tradition which Belknappers continue 
to enjoy, now at the end of second and fourth sessions.

In 2018 Andy’s legacy came full circle in a way, with the 
arrival of camper photography taken with film cameras, 
just as Andy originated it. The Slide Show is always a bitter 
sweet moment at Camp, but Andy’s passing made this year’s 
particularly poignant. 

To view the continuation of Andy’s Slide Show legacy, visit 
https://campbelknap.org/archives/videos

Enduring Legacies & Departed Friends

three board MeMbers retire

Brad Germain arrived at Belknap in 1965 with 
his brother Albert, earning Honors in Cadets 
and Seniors before receiving Senior Recogni-
tion in 1971. He served as a Cabin Leader for 

four years in Juniors and Seniors, taking two years off 
before returning as Besserer Assistant Division Head in 
1979. Brad’s three daughters attended Huckins, and 
his son Rory was a 20-year Belknapper who served for 
many years on the Senior Staff. Brad returned to Belknap 
as a member of our Board in 2007, and since then he 
has served on the Risk Management and Advancement 
Committees. As a member of Belknap’s Board, Brad’s 
care and love for Belknap and its people shone through 
again and again. No matter the issue being discussed at 
the Board level, Brad lead by example as a true listener 
with a thoughtful approach to problem solving.

Dave Clark joined is brother Peter at Belknap in 1962, 
serving in Hurricane in 1967 and as a Junior Leader in 
1968. Dave departed the pines after that summer returning 
in 2007 as his sons John and Ryan were entering the Belk-
nap leadership. While a member of the Board of Trustees, 
Dave served on the Property and Personnel Committees. 
He was the Board Treasurer during the transition between 
The Clarks and Kassels as Executive Directors. Dave was 
instrumental in the financial leadership of Belknap, lead-
ing the way to update camp’s entire accounting system as 
part of a continued effort to make it understandable and 
transparent. Dave’s departure from the Board will mean 
a farewell to a man who his fellow Trustees have come to 
know as a great listener to whom they paid close attention 
when he offered perspective and insight.

Bill Perkins is part of a distinguished group, as one of 
the only Trustees to serve two terms as a member of the 
Board. Alongside Stew Putnam, Bill has helped lead the 
Board during two contrasting times in Belknap history. 
Bill’s first year at camp was in 1952 with his brother John, 
receiving Honors in the Intermediate (now Besserer) 
Division in 1954. Bill served was a member of Hurricane 
in 1959, a Junior Division Leader from 1960–62, and 
Intermediate Division Head from 1963–64. Bill then went 
on to a career in business, returning to serve Belknap as a 
member of the Camp Committee from 1974–83. During 
his first Board tenure, Bill helped lead Belknap through 
monumental growth and change as the Chair of the Shore 
Acres Committee, which led to the acquisition of what we 
now know as the Senior Division, Outpost Beach, Rocky 
Point, and Ropes Course. When Bill returned to begin 
his second term on the Board in 2007, he initially served 
as the Chair of the Farm Island Committee and led the 
Board alongside John Wilkins as Vice Chair. Bill, a sum-
mer resident of Wolfeboro for many years, has been the 
longtime unofficial Good Will Ambassador for Belknap in 
its community. Members of both the Belknap and Lakes 
Region Community have come to cherish and respect Bill’s 
leadership, characterized by humility and humor, and a 
knack for dissecting problems to find answers.

The Belknap Community would like to thank Brad, 
Dave, and Bill for all they have done for generations 
of Belknappers in the past, present, and future. We are 
grateful for all they have done to help lead Belknap over 
the past twelve years, and know that Belknappers near 
and far join us in saying “Timi-Hi!”

Through the generosi ty  of  over  100 
families and friends of Camp Belknap, 
a camper scholarship has been endowed 
in perpetuity to honor the memory and 

legacy of Ryan J. McCormack.
During Ryan’s eight summers at Camp (2002–09), 

and in the years since, many Belknappers knew Ryan 
only by an affectionate nickname, ‘Happy’, earned during 
his Cadet summer. Happy made countless impacts on 
those he met through the kindness, compassion, and 
empathy he consistently demonstrated toward others. 
He embodied the Belknap Spirit, and taught us all how 
to ‘Seek the Joy of Being Alive’ with his brilliant sense 
of humor.

In 2008, Ryan was awarded the Colin Brown plaque, 
which is presented in memory of Colin H. Brown to 
the Leader Corps Member(s) who exhibit most strongly 
Colin’s outstanding traits of attitude and dependability. To 
those who knew Ryan, both are traits of his that endure 
in memories of a dear friend.

It is in his memory that the Ryan McCormack Scholarship 
Fund will sustain the joy for boys that would otherwise not 
be able to spend their summers under the pines.

To learn more, please visit ryansscholarshipfund.org
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We were thrilled to welcome 96 alumni and 
friends back to Belknap for the Junior 
Division Ribbon Cutting this summer. 
While the Junior Div and Scollege have 

been open for business since the start of the 2019 season, 
this day granted the opportunity for members of our 
community to witness the updates and changes firsthand.

Co-Directors Seth and Steph Kassels welcomed guests and 
offered highlights of the changes to the division. Incoming 
Board of Trustees Chair Tom Wintner commented on 
Belknap’s Master Site and Strategic Plans, sharing updates 
on projects currently underway and those planned for the 

future. Trustee Anne Spry, incoming Chair of the Property 
Committee, then cut the ceremonial ribbon before Trustee 
Bill Perkins performed a ceremonial christening of the 
Scollege’s new outdoor showers.

With shouts from the Peter Pan-themed All Camp 
Activity echoing through the pines, guests then made their 
way to the Chapel for Vespers before gathering on Cadet 
Beach for Winnipesaukee’s finest hamburgers and hot 
dogs, prepared by the Kitchen Division. It was great to see 
so many familiar faces back at camp for our Homecoming 
Weekend Festivities, and we look forward to reconnecting 
with more of you soon.

Junior division ribbon cutting
A new look for the division and a look at the future of scolleges

Facing page: the new Junior Division. Clockwise from top left: Trustee and 
Property Committee Chair, Anne Spry, cuts the ribbon on the new Junior 
Scollege; Bill Perkins performs a ceremonial shower to christen the new 
Junior Scollege; Andy Bigelow, Tom Wintner, and Tom Giggi; Seth and 
Steph Kassels welcoming guests; It’s hard to beat that view: enjoying burgers 
and dogs on a pristine summer evening on Cadet Beach; Bill and Jane 
Perkins inspecting the new Junior Division with Dave and Susan Clark.

20 21
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scouting reports

Please send your news & photos to alumni@campbelknap.org

A bunch of “old pros” reconnected back in the Lakes Region for a game of Bizou Ball this summer. (l-r) Matt Geisinger, Dave Latchaw, 
Greg Berman, Sam Polifka, Rory Germain, Teddy Kinneen, Ethan Hirshberg, Bogie Foden, Jimmy McGoldrick, and Jesse Starr.

Hugh Marbury (Belknapper from 1981 to 1987) arrives 
in Manhattan for the NYC Community Event with his 
staff sweatshirt with a ironed-on name tag still intact. 

Belknappers from the late 70s-80s L-R: David Bloch, Patrick 
Colligan, Mark Kesslen, Jeff Hornstein, Rich Lombard, & 
Clark Landale at Belknap’s 2019 NYC community event.

Belknapers past and present celebrating the marraige of 
Jack and Hillary Laskey (Middle Row left side) in May. 

Tucker Briggs (LC ‘00 and a fifteen-summer Belk-
napper) runs into Casey Dorne (a camper for 
eight summers in the 90s) at a friend’s wedding. 

2018 Cape Ann Football League's C Division Super Bowl in November. L-R: current 
Belknappers Josh Haarmann, Beau Newmarker, Timmy Haarmann, Sam Wilmot, 
Charlie Wilmot, Max Putney, Jack Wilmot, and former Belknapper Tim Haarmann. 

Current leader Jackson Cruger 
(L) and his dad, Kent, in their 
matching ten year jackets.  

Former Junior Leader Kip Landergren and Cadet ADH Rainey 
Johnson caught up during Rainey’s visit to the Bay Area last winter.

Former Senior Division Heads Andy Bigelow (left) and Kyle Mikulis ran into 
each other while skiing in Park City, UT, this past February. Kyle was a camper 
and LIT in Andy’s cabin before following in his footsteps as DH on the Hilltop.

Belknapper Tyler Griffin strolls to the altar to marry Elisa Schunkert at their wedding in Switzerland with several Belknappers in attendance

Alum Michael Bosworth shared this unique article of Belknap clothing. Michael’s 
mother Midge, who with her husband Peter led the Midget (now Cadet) Division 
in the 1950s, sewed the patches that Michael earned during his camper years. 
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L-R Mark Burns (camper ‘62 - ‘66), Everett Burns (4th 
generation Belknapper born 8-19-2019), Tim Burns (LC ‘01)

Former Middler ADH Geordie Bracken stopped by camp at the end of the summer, seizing the opportunity to hop off the tower at Main Dock.

The 2019 LITs enjoyed a night off at Louie’s Pizza in Wolfeboro, thanks to George 
Berman’s generous support of the “LIT Night Off Fund” for our youngest leaders to 
have a place to go out, recharge, and enjoy some of the Lake’s Region’s finest pizza.

Campers Finn and Jack Hudson  
saw Junior ADH Peter Marshall  
at Connecticut College's graduation.

2019 Besserer ADH Joey LaLiberte caught up with the Jaime Fahy, Belknap’s 
Medical Director, and her sons, current campers Quinlan and Campbell after 
a football game where Coach LaLa led his Delbarton football squad to victory.
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