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Todays weather: There is no
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The Dehghts of Polliwog Pond
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Junior Division Head Ryan Y}atz/ey has found himself at the center of
much controversy this session

I pity those of you who have
moved on from Juniors. While
you may remember a certain
creek by the name of Hauck’s
Hollow, the current juniors
have something a little more
advanced. Known as Polliwog
Pond by the locals, a 2 foot deep
relaxing pool of cold creek wa-
ter has been built solely by the
campers for the campers. This
beautiful pond is perfect for
cooling off after a long day of

periods. With two strong dams
on either side to keep the pond
full and fresh, and a wooden
float for delicious blueberries to
snack on, the Juniors couldnt
ask for anything more. In con-
clusion, Polliwog pond, the
hottest pool in New England,
is perfect for campers like you.
However, it’s not perfect for fish,
so think again before you try to
introduce a different species to
the pond (trust us, we know).

Hello FLYNN ERICKSON!
Will MacKay Interviews Belknap’s new Program Director

Q: How does it feel to be the new program director?
A: Its fun, there are a lot of responsibilities but Trevor

taught me well.

Q: Do you believe you were the right person for the job?
A: Yes, but the beauty of Belknap is that anyone on the

leader pipeline could do it.

Q: Is the job harder than you expected?

A: No, its about the same as I expected.

Q: How does your new job compare to your old one?

A: Its great. There are a lot more moving parts than in my

job as a leader.

Leaders Face Off Against Tecumseh

by Colin Smith

While the rest of camp fiercely battled their Adam’s cup foes, the
leaders marched up to clark landz for a battle of their own. The
leaders faced off against the Tecumseh leaders. The game kicked
off...

After some intense back and forth, Flynn (back up tallykeeper)
Erickson put in a beautiful cross that was met by the head of Jay
Pier to make it 1-0. With the first half winding down, Tecumseh
slotted one home to make it 1-1. In almost the same fashion, the
ball came to Flynn (man of the match) Erickson who put the ball
to Jack (Cristiano) Carroll who scored an acrobatic bicycle kick to
take the lead. As Harry Dahl recounted, “It was the greatest thing
I have ever witnessed on the pitch.” Unfortunately, Tecumseh tied
it up in the last minute to force penalty kicks. Tecumseh scored all
three of their kicks while only Caden (Waterski) Humphrey could
convert. Some Belknap bystanders noted it was more exciting than

Q: Can you still go to help or run periods if you want to?
And do you miss being a leader?

A: I'miss being with the campers, but I try to find time to be
with them, and run periods, and go to some cabin nights.

the 2022 World Cup final.

Batman’s Toughest Summit

While the rest of us were still
tucked up in our bunks, a group
of brave but sleepy seniors and
leaders drove out of camp all the
way to the White Mountains,
ready to embark on the adven-
ture of a lifetime.

Tim Butler, Senior
Leader, and Ryan Trotsky, Ju-
nior Division Head, knew that
their planned summit of Mt.
Washington would be a popu-
lar trip, perhaps even the most
popular of the summer. Mt.
Washington, the jewel of the
White Mountains, stands 6288’
tall, and while driving up the
auto road allows access to the
summit, us Belknappers pro-

claim, where’s the fun in that?
Armed with sandwich-
es, lots of water, and sturdy
footwear, our intrepid hikers set
off from the trailhead at 7:00
am, with leaders Butler and
Trotzky soon replaced by two

figures dressed in Batman cos-
tumes. The trek was extremely
long, with campers not return-
ing until well after dinner, but
according to reports, the sum-
mit was well worth the effort
and bragging rights. Some se-
niors even noted that their day
hiking Washington would take
its place among their favorite
Belknap memories.
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Conlon Under Wraps

by Thomas Fitzgerald

I'm sure that you have all been to the
great Conlon Lodge before. However, I'm
not so sure that you know all the history
of its hidden details and features. You've
probably gazed upon the great wall of pen-
nants while playing a quick game of Ping-
Pong. These flags are all of the schools
that either the leaders attend, attended, or
Belknap has a connection with. They go
back quite a while, with the earliest (Yale,
Ambherst, and Williston) traveling across
camp over the years. Speaking of through
the years, our next secret just so happens to
be to the left of those pennants. Of course,
I am talking about the time capsule. Made
in 2003, this capsule contains signatures
from leaders, staff members, kitchen staff,

Conlon Lodge, complete with its many secrets.

and LITs all over camp. It also holds many
more surprises to be uncovered in 2023.
While checking out this amazing box of
pleasures, you may spot a glimpse of the
Australian Flag. However, that’s not the

tations of Spain, Japan, and more. These
flags are assumed to be representative of
leaders from outside of the US, but only a
few (uncontactable) sources actually know
that for sure. What we do know is that af-
ter World War II, the Japan flag was con-

was overruled, and a huge dragon/fish was
added to the ceiling as a sign of peace. Al-
though that is all that is covered in this ar-
ticle, there are many more hidden secrets of
Conlon Lodge, so let us know what hidden
features you discover...

only flag hanging. You'll also see represen- sidered to be taken down. This movement

Behind the Doorway

by Will Sherwood

ting fruit. But I could deep fry chicken patties all day. You gotta
try the deep fryer” You have probably seen the LCs and seniors
bringing out the food but they could not do it without the kitch-
en leaders. The kitchen leaders teach and assist the LCs and se-
niors. The kitchen division makes a list of all the food needed
for the meal and then they go down the list of food, making
everything one at a time. Head chefs Wilfredo and Adam make
the main meal, like eggs or pork, and the other members of the
kitchen division check everything else oft the menu. The most

popular meal made by the kitchen staff is chicken
patties and the most popular  desserts
are whoopie pies and magic bars. In
conversations with the kitchen staff, there

 Haber for more
dairy fridge, which
‘ment from many
What do you think-
cheeses for meals?
of the kitchen
; hem,

was a push by Owe
personal cheeses in the
was met with agree-
kitchen div members.
should there be more
Next time you see a member
division, make sure to thank
because what would we
without the Kkitchen
staff?

B

The Kitchen Division (above), and King Tom, right.

You have all seen the kitchen’s work and their elegant mess. You
know about the kitchen Division. But what do they do to make
it happen? Led by the chefs Wilfredo and Adam, the kitchen
staff spends hours preparing the delicious meals we all eat. It
may seem no fun to make food but the kitchen takes pride and
joy in their work. In an interview, Jack Mackey, kitchen staff
member, said “T love using knives. Knives are fun. I love cut-
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Nymcah Know-it
Alls:
The Scoop on the
Boats at
Belknap

by Abbot DeVries

When you first arrive at
camp, you take your swim
check, and later, you have
the option to take a boating
check. Being on the lake is a
great part of being at camp,
and boats are a vital part of

Belknap life.

The most famous vessel is
of course the Nymcah, which,
fun fact, can be spelled by the
letters of the Junior cabins.
If you have been on or heard
about the Nymecah, then you
probably know that camp leg-
end says that it is a refurbished
Titanic lifeboat. While many
others say that the Nymcah
is a retired Nantucket fishing
boat instead, the boat does

seem very old, perhaps as in
1912 old.

Now, the Nymcah is not the
only boat in the camp’s navy.
While Belknap has plenty of
sail boats and row boats, I will
be covering the rest of camp’s
named boats.

If you've gone tubing or wa-
ter skiing then you are prob-
ably familiar with the camp’s
jet boat, the Wild Bill. The
Bill's sleek design makes it
perfect for cruising through
Winnepesauke’s waters with
grace. And I know that ev-
erybody loves cabin night,
and swimming from one of
the boats. The Fast Eddy can
do both. Once you cruise out
on the comfortable pontoon
boat, you can start diving in.

Whether it’s water skiing
(Wild Bill), cabin night, a
lake tour (Nymcah or Fast
Eddy), or just having fun (pi-
cos, row boats, etc, Belknap
has plenty to offer in the way
of water transportation.

Trot’s Pot
by Will Sherwood

In the depths of camp hidden
in the Junior division is a door.
Behind the door lays another
door and behind that door is
a place of peace and worship,
Trot’s Pot. Trot’s pot is a large
toilet, dedicated to the man,
the myth, the legend, Ryan
Trotzky. Trot’s Pot is a place
for leaders and with permission
from Trotzky himself, campers,

to have an experience taking a
deuce. “It was the most amaz-
ing thing ever” said Max Mor-
ris, the first Junior camper to
use The Pot this session. “Trot’s
Pot is an amazing wonderland
where anything can happen.”
Next time you see Trotzky,
make sure to ask him if you can
use Trot’s Pot yourself.

Belknap Ties All Year Round

by Abbot DeVries

=M

Dacha “Danilo” Thurber and Tom “Rat Dog” Wraight meeting outside

of camp

In my interview with Milo
Wiebus, I asked about his out-
side of camp life. He said “T al-
ways have something to look
forward to over the winter”
Milo had a lot to say about
outside of camp, including a
funny story about how he met
Geoff ‘Mas’ Masland. I asked
Milo if he had ever met a
stranger wearing Belknap gear
and started a conversation. He
responded with a simple an-
swer: “That’s how I met Mas!”

Unlike Milo, Junior
leader Jack Sasaki is not from
New England. “Coming from
Virginia, there’s not too many

Belknappers around where I
live” said Jack. Although there
are campers from around the
world, most I have met are
from the Northeast area and
New England. Sasaki also
maintained that throughout
the off seasonal he still prac-
ticed the 4 points of Wood-
craft: “Those are big things in
shaping my decisions”

From meeting fellow Belk-
nappers to the star of Wood-
craft, even in their secret lives
outside of camp, Leaders find
connections with the spirit of
the pines.

and always accurate...
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Crossword of the Session
by Thomas Fitzgerald

1 2
3
6
7 8
9
10
11 12 13
14
15
16
Across Down

3. Main Lodge

7. Word Said After Band Reports

8. Sunday Night Ceremony

10. Plays before and after the cannon
11. Reflection just before dinner

15. Cadet Hockey

16. “Great Job” at Belknap

1. Smallest Sailboat

2. Game named after a breakfast food
4. They set the table

5. A Belknap Sink

6. Comes before Bow Wow Wow

9. Ryan’s toilet in Juniors

12. Lodge game

13. Oldest boat on camp

14. Get back to your Cabin!
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The paper is done, now go have some fun.



