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Farm Island Campaign
For many moons, Melvin “Little Huck” Island stood unrivaled as Belknap’s most popular (and only) island campsite
during the summer season. Apart from the annual two-week hiatus with the presence of nesting loons, there was
nothing quite like piling your sleeping bag, pillow, and a change of clothes into a trash bag, loading it onto a canoe
and paddling ¾-mile to the shores of the island.
Now, with the purchase of Farm Island, many more campers were afforded this unique experience during the summer
of 2014 at Belknap. As part of the inaugural Leaders Work Weekend in early May, a handful of former leaders helped
in the building of a 16’x16’ elevated wooden platform, covered by bug screens and a weatherproof canvas tent. Their
hard work led to almost every cabin requesting a night to canoe out to the new campsite and spend the night under
the stars.
On the other side of the bay, Belknap’s environmental program continues to strengthen with the use of the Hank &
Ruth Adams Environmental Center, a gift from Gary Hirshberg and his family as part of the campaign, for program
periods such as orienteering and food waste reduction. And although Belknap has quieted since the last boomalacka
goodbye of the season, Clark Lodge, named after Directors Gene and Caryn Clark, remains busy with preparations
already underway for the 2015 season. Both of these properties were made possible by your support.
We will officially close the collection of pledges by the end of December 2014. Thank you to all who made this historic
campaign a reality. We are excited for many more young boys to experience a night on Farm Island in the years to
come.

Timi-Hi!

Cover: “Ring Toss” by Jon Malinowski
Inset: LCs from the first month of 2014 enjoy a gorgeous
sunset behind the brand new canvas tent on Farm Island.

Timi-Hi from Belknap
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We are excited to
wrap up the 111th
summer
season
of
Camp Belknap. With
each day that passes
under the pines we feel
humbled to continue
the work of the previous
directors and to be
surrounded by such an
influential community
of Belknappers.
In this issue of the Firelighter, you will get a chance to look back in time
and celebrate some of the most time-honored places in camp. This year we
celebrate the 100th anniversary of Chapel Rock and Messer Field. You will
learn more about the history and new construction of Main Dock. Finally, we
share the newest addition to our Belknap property, One Chase Point Road,
the farmhouse at the entrance of camp’s property.
Additionally, we are thrilled that in June 2014, Belknap launched its
first ever strategic plan, named Sustaining the Joy (STJ). We look forward
to visiting neighborhoods near you in the upcoming year to engage in
forward-looking discussions THE
with SMILE
campers, parents, leaders, alumni and
friends.
OF THE GREAT
As we look back at the 2014 summer, we are filled with warmth and smiles.
We were blessed with the birth of twin SPIRIT
loons on the shores of Little Huck.
Boys were in sailboats and in their cabins could hear to the unique birthing call
of the loon. And for the first time, campers enjoyed sunsets and star gazing as
they slept out on Farm Island in a traditional tent built by Alumni last spring.
Of course, boys continued to play rock hockey, ring toss, and bizou ball just
as their brothers, fathers, uncles and grandfathers did years ago.
Most importantly, over a thousand boys had a place to come be brothers and
turn off technology. The mail boat continues to sound its horn and campers
run to get their hand written letters into the slot on the side of Conlon Lodge.
Belknap is a safe place to experience life in its truest form, face to face, using
all of our senses, to connect with each other.
We are proud that our leaders continue to be at the very heart of our
community. Through leadership by example they guide with their voices,
their body language, and their heart. Leaders don’t hide behind texts, e-mails
and photos. They encourage each one of us to experience camp, to be present
and to be part of our community.
It is a privilege to be among the Belknap community. Belknappers are
making a difference around the world by influencing families, schools and
communities. We are thankful for each one of you.
We wish you the best and look forward to seeing you under the pines. Until
we meet again…

1903
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Seek the Joy,
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The 2014 leadership bids farewell to Main Dock at the end of the summer.

Main Dock 2.0

At the end of the summer of 1960, Gene Clark Jr.
passed out sledge hammers and crowbars to the Belknap
leadership. His directive to the leadership was to remove
the rotten planks on the old wooden Main Dock. The
dock had seen better days, and Gene’s plan was that if they
removed all of the rotten planks they’d have to replace the
entire dock.
At that time, Camp Belknap was not an independent
501 (c) 3 organization, like it is today. It was connected
with most of the other Ys in the state as a member of the
New Hampshire State YMCA. This relationship required
Belknap to have large budget items such as a new dock
approved by the New Hampshire State YMCA executive
committee. Fortunately, for Belknap, Gene Jr. had the
courage to demolish the dock prior to seeking approval.
In the end, budget approval for the dock was easy and
the new dock was installed through the fall and spring of
1960 to 1961. 52 tons of concrete were placed. The cost
to build the dock in 1960 was $10,000. Co-Director, Peg
Clark donated her entire $300 salary to pay for the two
diving boards.

that had been done to date was in the late 80’s, under the
direction of Gene III and Caryn Clark, when the dock
received some upgrades and general maintenance.
Alas, 54 years after its construction, our waterfront
centerpiece has reached its end. During the first Tuesday
of first session of this summer, it was determined that due
to a structural failure, the dock would be closed for the
summer. Once it was determined that the dock would not
be able to be used in the summer of 2014, the staff quickly
went into action. Belknap was able to quickly procure 110
feet of temporary dock. Friday morning a crew of leaders
and staff started installing the dock at 5AM and finished
by 7PM, just in time to be used for cabin night! What
was most impressive was that, the Belknap leaders never
backed down and continued to lead with unwavering
positivity.

The temporary dock took on a life of its own as the
summer evolved and was lovingly dubbed “Main Dock
2.0”. New games were created, swim lessons were taught,
and there was still a deep end to jump into and swim
to the donut. However, what was more impressive was
The dock that was built in 1961 is the same dock that that Leaders and campers alike continued to seek the joy
remains the focal point of our waterfront today. The work in these circumstances and exhibited why they return
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to Belknap – to be with each other, not for a specific materials. The cost for the new dock will be approximately
program.
$300,000.
So what next?

Belknap is presently under contract with a local
contractor to start the demolition of the existing dock at
We’re doing what we did in 1961. We’re re-building the the beginning of November. The plan is then to bring in a
dock. Immediately after the temporary dock was installed, barge and crane and work through the winter on the new
Belknap began the process of applying for permits and dock. By opening day 2015, we will have a brand new
designing the new dock. The dock will primarily be dock. We will keep you updated as we progress through
the same design with a few upgrades, such as updated this important intiative.

Campers raise their hands for a buddy check on Belknap’s temporary aluminum dock

Camp Store Goes Online
Belknap’s store will be available online leading up to the holidays!
Visit shop.campbelknap.org from November 1st - December 5th to place your order,
and we’ll make sure it arrives before December 25th.

Timi-Hi!
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2014 in Pictures

Clockwise from bottom left:
Nothing like a game of volleyball on Cadet Beach,
Leaders help in the construction of camp’s temporary dock,
Matt Hadley, Jack Colligan, Stephanie Kassels, Rory Germain,
Brigham Burlingame and Gabe Maggiotto
pose before a Mario-themed leader hunt,
Billy “Wild Bill” McGroarty and Greg “Bounce” Bunce
perform their woodcraft skit,
Gabe Maggiotto takes his cabin for a sunset NYMCAH cruise,
Campers enjoy an archery period on a beautiful Belknap day,
Buddy Check!

4 | The Firelighter

Tom Talk: Woodcraft - 94 Years Old and Counting

by Tom Giggi, Leadership Director

E

ach Sunday night every
camper
and
leader
at Belknap hears the
Woodcraft Chief intone the
following words shortly after the
fire has been lit: “The firelighter
will now place upon the fire
the sacred ash, thus continuing
the long chain of Woodcraft
started many moons ago by the
founder of Woodcraft, Ernest
Thompson Seton.” Soon after
those words are spoken, the Tally Keeper says, “Ernest
Thompson Seton created Woodcraft to honor Native
American traditions and values he felt had merit for all
Americans.” Many Belknappers know Ernest Thompson
Seton as a twentieth century progressive, a naturalist, an
artist, and an author. What they may not know is that he
was a great influence in
the Boy Scout movement
in the United States and,
of more importance to
us at Belknap, he was
instrumental in the
establishment of an
outdoor
educational
organization called the
Woodcraft
League.
Since 1920, when Seton
himself visited Belknap
and chose the location
for our Woodcraft Circle,
there has existed at Camp
Belknap the Bald Eagle Tribe, a charter member of this
league. It is for this that we remember Ernest Thompson
Seton.

the highest type of primitive humanity, a life completely
uncluttered by the modern world. Imagine what Seton,
or the American Indian for that matter, would think of
the modern world today? The Indian was the master of
Woodcraft, which actually refers to outdoor life in its
broadest sense, and rather than being vicious and cruel,
he embodied kindness and concern for others, cleanliness,
manliness, heroism, self-control, reverence, truthfulness,
and as Seton put it, he was “picturesque.” (That means
that the Indian looked good!) Seton felt that the American
Indian could teach us the ways of outdoor life, the nobility
of courage, the joy of beauty, the blessedness of enough,
the glory of service to others, the power of kindness, and
the excellence of peace of mind. How like our twelve
Woodcraft laws all of this sounds!
When Seton visited the shores of Lake Winnipesaukee in
1920 and brought with him our branch of the Woodcraft
League, the Masqua
of that year reported,
“In imitation of several
Indian customs, each
tent forms a “band” with
its ‘totem pole’ as its
insignia. The band sign
next to each cabin door
is the modern equivalent
of the old ‘totem poles.’”
The
1920
Masqua
continued: “The main
activity is the ‘Grand
Council Ring,’ a twentyfive foot circle around
which the various bands gather, with a good fire going in
the center. After scouting reports are given over to songs,
Indian games and story-telling follow. Qualifications for
membership in the Woodcraft League are similar to the
Boy Scout qualifications – memorizing certain rules of
conduct and passing an initiation or character test.”

What set Seton apart from other reformers of the early
twentieth century was his selection of the American
Indian as his model. What are those traditions and values
he felt had merit for all Americans? What positive virtues The words recited each week by our “new braves” as they
was he able to focus on to fight the popular idea of the light the four-pointed star of Woodcraft are an expression
of the values that Ernest Thompson Seton felt made the
time that Indians were cruel, lazy, or vicious?
American Indian the model human being. And these
Among those traits that he found most prominent were are the values and traditions he felt had merit for all
their sense of humor and their deep reverence. He believed Americans. Our Woodcraft laws combine respect for life,
that the American Indian possessed great heroism and others, nature, and God. These laws, originally proposed
fortitude (courage). He believed that the Indian stood for
SEE TOM TALK, PAGE 11
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A History of Tradition

Celebrating 100 Years of Belknap as a Place
“The success or failure of a boys’ camp depends chiefly upon leadership. Equipment is essential. Personality is indispensible.
It is the aim of {Camp Belknap} to secure as leaders young men of unquestioned character, sympathetic with boy life,
and willing to render service for the joy of service.”

This lectern was dedicated on July 5th, 1914 and bears the name of its benefactor,
camp trustee member Alfred O. Booth

These words above, written in the 1914 brochure for
Camp Belknap, still hold true today after 111 summers.
Belknap has maintained its tradition of training all types
of leaders, and entrusting them to lead the next generation
better than those before them. One particular way that
leaders have shared their guidance has been behind chapel
rock, which remains in its original location since it’s
dedication in 1914. Each night before dinner, the entire
camp gathers as a single body to listen to leaders and
staff communicate their experiences living the lamps of
fortitude, truth, beauty and love. Thus the Chapel remains
perhaps the most sacred location in all of Camp Belknap,
a place to lead, listen and learn.
In the year that Babe Ruth played his first game with
the Boston Red Sox, Belknap was growing and changing.
Henry Bates “Pa” Watson was one year into his directorship,
living in the Wolfe with his wife and two daughters, and
with Associate Director, Frank “Ma” Seabury, by his side.
Morning exercises, camp duties, general swim, siesta,
the Wantonoit Club, Maskwa (its early spelling), and
the Timi-Hi cheer were all in place, helping to shape the
quintessential Belknap experience. Daily vespers were held
in the Grove, with “colors” played while lowering the flag.
Live bugle calls kept everyone on schedule from Reveille to
Tattoo and Taps.
Baseball was king during those years, despite being
played on a badly sloping meadow replete with the odd
boulder or two. One camper who played on that field
for four summers died of typhoid fever after the 1913
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season. Such was his family’s emotional commitment to
Belknap that his mother donated $300 in memory of her
son. The funds were used to improve the ball field, which
Pa Watson then named “The Lawrence Messer Field.” In
those days, the field faced in the opposite direction and
long drives to right field could roll down the Grove and
into the lake. Half a century later, Director Gene Clark Jr.
reoriented the ballfield, moving homeplate to the lake side
and giving rise to the famous Middler dune in centerfield.
Still the recreational heart of camp, Messer Field hosts
all types of activities, from Belknap Olympics and 12 &
under baseball games to the annual leaders’ concert, better
known as Messerstockapaloozathonfest.
Over the past 100 years, Belknap’s acreage and camper
population have grown substantially, and baseball may
have given way to Bizou Ball as a favorite past-time, but the
boys still feel the breeze off the lake and hear the familiar,
reassuring whisper of the tall pines, sitting shoulder to
shoulder with fellow Belknappers every evening in the
company of Chapel Rock. The words from their leaders
often turn to the disciplined, powerful triangle of mind,
body and spirit. For more than 100 years, this daily
spiritual practice has strengthened campers, inspiring
them to lifelong, unbargaining service and to the joy of
being alive.
May these iconic Belknap landmarks continue to
encourage those to lead and to learn, for now and ever
more…

The chapel rock in 1914, complete with canvas tents
and the shores of Lake Winnipesaukee in the background

An early game of baseball on the rocky, sloping cow pasture that became “Messer Field”

Campers enjoyed many games, including tennis baseball, on Messer Field this summer

Trivia

1. How many Assistant Directors have existed in Belknap’s 111-year history?
2. Who is “Freddie”?
3. How long did it take to carve the Indian Head that sits over the fireplace in Conlon Lodge?
4. When was the camp song “Timi Hi” written?
5. What is the official name of Little Huck? (hint: the answer is in this Firelighter!)

How’d you do???
1. Five: Frank “Ma” Seabury, George “Jake” Hodges, Henry “Hank” Adams, Thomas “Tom” Giggi, Dave Irwin 2. A legendary porcupine once discovered by a leader
and kept in Conlon before falling fatally ill from a mysterious chocolate peanut
3. 1,000 hours 4. 1914
5. Melvin Island

Answers
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One Chase Point Road

Belknap Completes Purchase of Farmhouse

In August of 2014, Camp Belknap added another property to
its grounds with the purchase of One Chase Point Rd. This
farmhouse, which sits on the corner of Governor Wentworth
Highway and Chase Point Road, will serve as the Camp Directors’
home.
The house was originally built in the 1800s, however the building
and its grounds have been modified a number of times over the
past century. In the early 1900s, the area surrounding the house
was used for pasture land. The Mixer Family, who occupied the
farmhouse from 1940 to 1967, introduced a driving range, mini
golf course, laundromat, snack shop, and numerous properties
down on the waterfront. More recently, and after Camp Belknap
had acquired most of the surrounding land, the Johnson family
and Smith family have renovated the building’s interior and exterior.
“It was always a landmark…it let you know you were coming to
the turn for Belknap,” says former Board member Peter von Stein.
We are extremely excited to now add this beautiful landmark to
our camp!
8 | The Firelighter

Doug Mixer, brother of Belknap head chef
Judy Stockman, reminisces on their time
growing up at “the farm.”
Q: What are some of your earliest memories of living at
One Chase Point Rd?
When I was much younger, I remember we used to have
a few friends of the family – we called them “old timers”
– come and stay with us for a period of time. One in
particular, John Witten, used to tell us that when he was
a boy in the early 1900s he could stand behind back of
the {farmhouse} and see the steamboats going by on the
lake.
Q: What else was unique about “the farm” back then?
When my grandfather purchased the farm, he started
up a real estate business that he ran out of the house. I
believe it was (one of ) the first real estate operations in
the lakes region. When my father took over the house,
our property included 11 “housekeeping cottages”
on the waterfront (now houses on Winnishores rd), a
driving range (now Clark Field), a Laundromat (now
camp’s Laundromat), mini golf (now camp’s mini golf
course) and a snack bar.

Three Reasons To Write More Letters
by Tim Goessling, Writer, Blogger, and Former Belknap Leader

The message arrived March delicious plate of nachos (shoutout to nachos!). You need
of 2013. It was not a text. It did to gather your ingredients: pen, paper, envelope, and of
not land in my email complete course, a stamp. Finding all these things can be kind of
with bold letters to indicate that fun. Are you going to “borrow” the envelope from your
it was New! and it did not arrive office if you don’t have it lying around? What will be on
with that blaring red alarm the stamp you use? Blue or black ink? These are questions
called a Facebook notification. that you need to think about.
No, I found it nestled in my
2. The Power of Reflection
mailbox, you know, the physical
If you had almost unlimited space to tell someone
kind: they linger in the foyer
of your apartment building anything, what would you say? It’s a pretty crazy question,
or stand courageously at the actually. Some of the letters I’ve written to old friends have
foot of your driveway. If you haven’t figured it out yet, I involved wild descriptions of yonder years or more deeply
had received a paper letter complete with a handwritten personal reflections on the future. Unlike emails which, if
address, a moderately funky stamp, and a return address we’re being honest, people rarely read all the way through,
if you’re sending off a letter, the receiver is going to read
that told me — hey, someone is thinking of me!
The arrival of a written letter is rare and fleeting these it until the end. I guarantee it. Would you skim through
days. They arrive almost as if they were delivered by a letter from a friend or relative that they took the time
some time travel movie plot device instead of an actual to write? Probably not. I’m not going to tell you what to
person. If you think I’m wrong in saying that receiving a write, that’s for you to decide, and no, you don’t have to
do it in cursive.
letter is out of the norm, ask
yourself:
3. The Force of Legacy
When was the last time
People have been writing
you received a letter from
letters to each other for
someone you know?
thousands of years. By
Most likely, you can’t
busting out the pad and
remember. It’s ok, not many
paper, you’re taking part in
people are writing letters
that history. No one ever
anymore. The US Post Office
reminisces about romantic
is this close to suspending
emails or epic texts. In the
Saturday
delivery
and
movies, no one says “I texted
needed a Hail Mary from
you every day for a year!”
Congress to keep it for a bit
Letters live on throughout
longer. Around the country
history. My Dad still has a
historic post-offices are
letter that J.R.R. Tolkien
being shuttered and sold off
Belknap continues to have two Besserers, like Calvin Parker and Liam Bresnehan
for commercial real estate. (above), serve as Mailmen each month, sorting through all of the camp’s mail every day wrote him where he explains
a plot point in The Hobbit!
And while I swear I’m not a
USPS plant, I treasure every letter that I receive and I love That’s history right there.
sending them even more. So here are three great reasons
why you should explore the world of letter writing.
Ever since that letter in March arrived in my mailbox,
1. The Thrill of the Process
I’ve been writing a letter almost every week. I love it! And
One of the reasons letter writing is withering away is I realize I sound like either an old fashioned geezer or the
because it takes time. Unlike email, text, instagram, vine, lamest undercover post office employee ever, but I’m serious
uber, facebook, and whatever online communication you about this. Get your Stevie Wonder on and sign seal and
can dream up, the process of a letter writing requires an deliver that bad boy! Don’t underestimate the power of a
investment. Think of writing a letter as making a really written letter.
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Board Day at Belknap

Bill Perkins honored with Horace S. Blood Award

N

icknamed “Mr. Ambassador” by close friend and former Board Chair Greg
Whalen, Bill Perkins has exhibited extraordinary leadership skills and an
unwavering commitment to keep Belknap safe, secure, prosperous and strong. He
began his Belknap career in 1952, and since then he has strived to make camp better,
both as a member of the Camp Committee and now, Board of Directors. Bill played
an integral part in Belknap’s first ever capital campaign in 1977, helping to raise
$320,000 to purchase the Shore Acres Campground and add 80 acres and 900’ of
lake frontage to Belknap’s property. Without this acquisition the Senior division,
Rocky Point campground and Outpost Beach would not exist today. More recently,
after leaving the committee and then coming back to join the Board of Directors,
Bill was appointed Chair of the Farm Island Committee and led negotiations to
secure our seven-acre parcel of Farm Island and successfully complete this historic
campaign. Thanks to his tireless work, hundreds of boys experienced a campout
under the stars this summer at Belknap’s new campground on the island.
Bill Perkins with Jackson Pride,
In addition to his current duty as Vice Chair of the Board, Bill serves on the
great grandson of Horace Blood
and a Cadet camper in 2014
Executive Committee, the Development/Fundraising Committee, the Property/
Sustainability and Captial Improvement Committee, the Nominating Committee,
and the ad hoc Land and Natural Resources Committee. Camp would truly not be what it is today without Bill’s love
and dedication to Belknap.

Lucia Kittredge retires from Board

L

ucia Kittredge has ably served the Belknap Board for six years. She brought a unique
perspective to the Board as both her husband and son were Belknappers. She came
to the attention of the Board and then Chairman Peter Powell when her firm prepared a
master land plan for Belknap. This was a first for Belknap and it was immediately clear that
her expertise in environmental land planning and gracious manner would be invaluable to
Camp Belknap. She has served as a key member of the property committee and has worked
diligently on many projects to make our physical setting ever better. While serving Belknap
so well, and simultaneously running a successful consulting firm, she also contributed to
many other environmental projects in central and southern New Hampshire.
Lucia has agreed to continue as a member of the Land and Infrastructure working group
of Belknap’s Strategic Planning Committee. Belknap will be the better for it.

Belknap Welcomes New Members to the Board

A

nne Spry was introduced to Belknap through her sons Jay and
Stephen, both of whom attended camp for many years. This past
summer, Stephen served as Assistant Division Head of the Middler
Divison. With 17 years of real estate experience, Anne founded
Waterfield Sotheby’s International Real Estate in 2006 and has served
as President since. As broker owner, she has assembled a strong team
of associates that has achieved impressive sales results over the past
8 years. Anne’s strength in leadership began at a young age, as she
became the 1st female class president of the class of 1981 at the
prestigious Boston Latin School. Today, Anne lives with her husband
Anne Spry with sons Stephen (left) and Jay
Jim in Winchester, MA.
As a committed volunteer and community advocate, Anne is thrilled
to be joining Belknap’s Board of Directors and will undoubtedly bring a positive, unique perspective to her work.
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B

rad Nutter grew up in Needham, MA and attended Belknap
from 1963 to 1969. He finished as a cabin leader in the Junior
Division along with an excellent leadership team that included
former Board member Stew Putnam and former Director Gene
Clark III. Until his retirement in 2010, Brad spent 35 years working
in the healthcare industry, most recently as President and CEO of
Haemonetics, a multinational blood management corporation based
in Braintree, MA. His earlier career included serving as CEO of
Gambro Healthcare, the second largest global dialysis provider, and
as COO of various other healthcare companies. Brad now lives with
Brad Nutter with wife, Loren
his wife, Loren, in Scottsdale, Arizona.
Looking ahead, Brad is excited to lend his expertise into helping with the implementation of Belknap’s strategic
plan, the establishment of a significant endowment, and further development projects as a member of the Board.

Brad Nutter was joined by a memorable group of junior leaders
in 1969, including (from left) former Masqua writer Alan Mandel,
former DH Doug Cole, author of the Belknap Centennial Book
John Grossmann, {Brad}, former Chief and board member
Stew Putnam, former Director Gene Clark III,
and nature expert Dick Melvin.

TOM TALK FROM PAGE 5
by Seton for his own Woodcraft Indians, emphasized
the appreciation of beauty, the simple life, and the
reverence for nature so characteristic of Seton. And they
remain intact today – broken into four sets, the familiar
lamps of Beauty, Truth, Fortitude, and Love.
Other parts of the Woodcraft ceremony have changed
gradually over the years. We stopped hearing scouting
reports some years ago. “Oh, Chief, I saw a chipmunk
scurry under our cabin when I came out to go to the
scollege.” “How!” – perhaps for obvious reasons. Band
reports have become an opportunity for inclusion,
creativity, laughter, and talent on display rather than a
method for taking attendance cabin by cabin. Lighting
the fire each week has presented a “show time” challenge
to our Firelighter for the past forty years or so. Games
and songs have kept pace with the modern, outside
world, and after a period of time during which story
telling had become a lost art, I’m happy that in recent
years it has made a dramatic comeback! However, the
core of Woodcraft, that which is most important, that
which is truly Ernest Thompson Seton and Camp
Belknap combined, those Native American values from

which we can all learn, remain the same. This is the
essence of Seton’s legacy. The Woodcraft laws can have
real application to our lives at camp, at home, at work,
or at school. They may reflect Native American values,
but they are perhaps even more important today, and
they have withstood the test of time – even if band
reports, games, songs, and scouting reports have not.
Woodcraft has been a valued tradition at Camp
Belknap for the past ninety-four summers, and the
ceremony’s commitment to character building and its
suggestion that nature is superior to technology have
been a strength over the years rather than a weakness.
Seventeen of my summers at Belknap included being
Woodcraft Chief, and I know that Ernest Thompson
Seton’s creation is one of the features of camp that
Belknap alumni remember most fondly. The tradition
and the feeling continue today despite the mosquitoes,
the uncomfortable, crowded benches, and the repetitive
nature of the ceremony. We continue to hope that
there is something inspiring about what the Woodcraft
ceremony represents, a feeling that any character
builder, in any age, would be proud to have authored.
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Sustaining the Joy (Phase II: Data Gathering)
A Vision for Belknap’s Second Century

Since the June launch of Belknap’s strategic plan, Sustaining the Joy, we have made significant headway on Phase I of
the process. Through camper-parent questionnaires, surveys, and brainstorming sessions with the 2014 leadership, we
have begun to compile a set of data from our Belknap community regarding some of the challenges and opportunities
that Belknap faces in its second century.

Here is what we’re hearing from you!
When asked what challenges Camp Belknap faces in the next 10, 20, 50, or 100 years…
•

Families would like to see Belknap remain tech-free despite the increasing presence of electronics in society

•

Families believe it is important for Belknap to maintain its tradition and continue to feel timeless in our modern world

•

Families value the relevance of a mission-driven all-boys camp in the face of increasing pressure from specialized
camps and extracurriculars

When asked what opportunities there are for Camp Belknap in the future…
•

Families see our leadership program as the greatest opportunity in Belknap’s future

•

Families see Belknap as the perfect place for campers to unwind and get back to basics

•

Families believe that our high retention rate results in campers leaving Belknap as better people

When asked what’s missing from our leadership…
•

Leaders suggested giving campers more leadership opportunities during the summer

•

Leaders want to stay better connected to other leaders after the summer ends through our alumni network

Do you have ideas of your own?

Join us at any of our offseason events and let your voice be heard!
Together, we can ensure that Belknap continues to succeed for another 100 years.
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Family Camp

W

e had a fantastic turnout at Family Camp this year, with over 80 Belknappers and family members in attendance
for the Labor Day weekend gathering! For the first year, families had a full schedule each day that closely
resembled the daily schedule of a Belknap camper. Guests had a chance to go tubing, play bizou ball, attend vespers,
enjoy sunset cruises on the NYMCAH, hear bugle calls, go to general swim, and more! We even held the summer’s
10th and final Woodcraft, led by Chief Kyle John and Firelighter Rat Dog, in which old braves Chris Crean, Matthew
Crean, John Wilder and Sam Tucker lit the four-pointed star of Woodcraft.
Save the Date. Family Camp 2015 will be from Friday
September 4th to Monday September 7th. For more information or to register, please email admincb@campbelknap.
org or call (603) 569-3475. Hope to see you there!

st

Sunday, August 31

7:00am Morning Run or Swim
8:00 Reveille
8:30 Breakfast
9:00 Camp Duties
CAH cruise
9:30 Program: Archery, Ropes, NYM
10:30 Travel Time to Waterfront
aking/Tubing
10:45 General Swim and Sailing/Kay
11:45 Recall
12:00pm Lunch
12:30 Siesta
1:45 Travel Time
2:00 Bizou Ball on Clark Field
3:30 Travel Time to Waterfront
g/Tubing
3:45 General Swim and Sailing/Kayakin
4:45 Recall
5:15 Vespers
5:30 BBQ Cookout on Cadet Beach
6:45 Sunset NYMCAH Cruise
8:00 Woodcraft
9:00 Taps

The Firelighter | 13

Scouting Reports

Please send your news & photos to alumni@campbelknap.org.
Bay Area Band
Belknappers in San Francisco
enjoyed a pick-up game of Bizou
Ball in May. L-R: Dennis Ponte
and girlfriend Becky Morgan, Ben
Collins, Dave Collins, Ethan
Hirshberg, Jack Mulvaney, Kevin
and Shireen Yates, Jeff Grossmann, Dave Duff, Bryan Wilson
and fiancée Sarah Whiting
Not Pictured: Marcel Moran

Out and About
Seth Kassels, Director, along with
Dave Irwin, Assistant Director, and
Andy Rentschler, Communications
Director, completed the Spartan
Race at Killington Ski Resort in
September. We’re surprised they’re
still standing after the grueling
4-mile obstacle course!

Little Longhorn
Say hi to Gideon Peters Goessling,
son of former Program Director
Sam “Milkman” Goessling and
his wife Lenora. Living in Austin,
TX, Sam and Lenora are extremely
happy to welcome this little longhorn into the family!

Ted Coonan on his work as a Political Affairs Officer
for the United Nations peacekeeping Mission in Haiti
What I most love about my job is that my work ultimately focuses on trying
to positively impact the security and well-being of persons living in very difficult
circumstances. It has also exposed me to fascinating cultures in countries that are
facing sobering challenges such as poverty and conflict. It’s challenging work as
there are many factors outside of one’s control and sometimes local circumstances
impede swiftly achieving tangible results. There are also frustrations linked to working for a big organization such as the UN which is bureaucratic and often does not
move fast enough.
Haiti is a beautiful country. It has a very rich culture with such talented writers,
poets, artists and musicians. Its challenges in terms of improving living conditions
for the population are sobering. But I am hopeful that things can improve if only
the island could be spared any other natural disasters.
I hope our paths meet again!
		 Timi-Hi,
			Ted
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Christian D’Amour Wedding
L-R (front): Brian Catinella, Christian and Olivia D’Amour, Jimmy
McGoldrick L-R (back): Kyle
John, Teddy Kineen, Chris Lash,
Jesse Starr, Tom Wraight, Greg
Berman, Dave Latchaw, Dan
Polifka, Colin D’Amour
Baby in the High Chair!
Christopher Pardo and Emily
D’Amour Pardo announced the
birth of Martin D’Amour Pardo this
summer. His uncles – Jon Pardo,
Christian D’Amour and Colin
D’Amour – were all former Belknap
campers and leaders, making it
only a matter of time before this future Belknapper spends a summer
under the pines!

Remember When
Kent Cruger, Chris Thurber and
Jon Malinowski reminisce of their
time in the leadership together at
Board Day this summer.

Live on FOX
Writer/blogger Tim Goessling
LC’02 was recently interviewed on
Fox News after testing out a “day in
the life” of founding father Benjamin Franklin according to his 1791
autobiography. Check out the whole
story at his website, timgoessling.
com!

Former Chiefs Reconnect
Former Board member Stew Putnam was recently named Chairman
of the National Alzheimer’s Board
of Directors after serving as a
board member for 8 years. This
year, Stew added fellow Belknapper Jim Grossmann to join him
on the Board of Directors. Each
with over 30 years of experience in
healthcare, these former Belknap
campers, leaders, and woodcraft
chiefs are proudly working together
to help the millions of Americans
living with Alzheimer’s today.

Object in the Woods
Belknap’s new headquarters, Clark
Lodge, was awarded a Gold Medal
by the NH Cornerstone Awards,
which recognizes excellence in the
building industry. The building is
geothermally regulated and blends
into the natural NH landscape while
allowing for growth within the camp.
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Upcoming Events
Maine Community Event

in Cape Elizabeth, ME • November 4, 2014
Hosts: Jon Donnelly and Mary Townsend

Boston Community Event

in Waban, MA • November 6, 2014
Hosts: Dave Humphrey and Markella Zanni

Belknap Ski Day
February 8, 2015
@ Mount Sunapee

New York Community Event
New York, NY • March 4, 2015
Host: Mark Kesslen

Connecticut Community Event
New Canaan, CT • March 5, 2015
Hosts: David and Evelyn Lynch

DC Community Event
Washington, DC • April 2015
Hosts: Sam and Vanessa Heitner

Leaders Work Weekend

Calling all former leaders prior to 2005
May 2-3, 2015
@ Camp Belknap
For information on these events, please contact: admincb@campbelknap.org or (603) 569-3475
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Back Cover: Luke Wyman lays out for a tag on
Worthy Rae in an Adams Cup game of bizouball.
Inset: Campers line up for a sail in the bay.

YMCA Camp Belknap
PO Box 1546
Wolfeboro, NH 03864

Follow Us

Join us on LinkedIn
facebook.com/CampBelknap
Follow ymca.camp.belknap on
Instagram

Contact Us

alumni@campbelknap.org
or call 603.569.3475
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CB Archives!

Have something to donate?
Find information at
campbelknap.org/pages/archives.html
Email: archives@campbelknap.org

The Tallykeeper

Register for our e-newsletter:
campbelknap.org/tallykeeper
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